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Mn. Spsi{xrn,

-_ 
My nry qrq pleasant duty this afternoon is to welcome all

Honourable Members to the third session of the seventh nu.uuro*t.
I.beLieve you had a well deserved break which enautea each oneof you to interact with wananchi.

Mr. Speaker,

. udortunately, during the,reoess, this August House lost two ofit-s leadiog mombors; ,ttre rcaaer of the opposition and chairrnanof Ford-Kenya, rhe ,late Honourable Ogi^r,g" Od;;;, ilO ,f"&ate Honourablo Dr. Josephat ra,rania] ,ino ,"rJ i.*o-,a"ili
member of Parriamenr for Gthungur,i constituency,- ro tnuinmemory' let us all stand up and obsefue a minute's ,irio.r-

Ihank you.

* IL *y oplning rernarks d!.i^g the se.ord sessim of the seve,nthParliament, I appeared to Hon6uraure Mimuers-;-*d;;.them-
selves first and foremost as guardians of the wertaro Ji-i.oyuo,
irrespectiv-e of their political affiliations. I am grateful,-r"ri. 

-sp."trr,
to note that most yembers took my adv,iJe ,oi*fr. -fv 

anUlarge, you conducted yourselves honouraUty. Br#;;# rrrr.,were moments when Kenyans were concerned about the ;onauctof some Honourabre Mem-bers, both inside ana ouGol p*rii-."t.
Mr. Speaker,

.Jle -nggessity 
for Honourable Mombers to set a good examplewhich fellow Kenyans courd emulate is particutarfimpo.tant inour efforts to face the many chalrenges 6.fo* ur.'er-iur,Ia"*



of the interests of our people, members should use parliamentary

time to promote the weliare of their constituents' This can, however,.

only bc done in an atmosphere of tolerance and appreoiation of

eacir others pOint of view without resorting to vitilbnce in all .rO , ,
form. As I have said in the pa3t,'true democracy can only thrive | |

\\ in an environment of give and take. I, therefore. expect members \ |
\ \ not to shy away from supporting one another if by so doing the '\

prosperity of thls nation inO f,e. people shall be enhanced. It is a

noble and a blessed thing to serve your nation to such heights of

development.

Indeed, I expect KANU members of Parliernent to suppo,rt

motions sponsorcd by members of the opposition i! tu_"h motions

arre seared rtowa,rds-promoting the common good. Likewise, I
e*pit the opposition to support Govemment sponsored motions

taihet than oppose them for the sake of opposing'

Mr. Speaker,

t et me briefly, mention a few areas which call for united

approach by both the Government and the oppo.sition. I{onouruble
Mimbers are no doubt aware of the famine which has affected

most parts of our country resulrting in the neeii to provide food to
the affected Kenyans. The primary cause of the famine has been

the severe drought and the harsh eoonomic conditions *'hich have

made it difficult for most farmens to purchase the required farm
inpgts. As a result. close to five mi'llion Kenyans nr,n*' r:eed food
aJsistance. Honourable Members will agree with me that a hungry

Ke,nyarn carres little about politics or political affiliations. What is

of paramount importance is the availability of food for himsslf
and his farni,ly.

As I have said before, the Government wi'll ensure that no

Kenyan goes without food. In this regard, I am gratoful to those
Honourable Members who have worked with the Government to
reach out to those who requirod assistance in their constituencies.
Indeed, it is the duty of all Honourable Mem'bers to support the
ongoing efforts to provide famine relief to all those who are in
need.
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Mr. Speaker,

' l*tme take this opportunity to thank a[ those who have respon-ded to my_lppeal for food assistance. In particurar, I am,jratefur tothe-mTy Kenyans who have made sacrihces so trrat tr,e[-u"ot,tre^
and sisters courd have something to eat- on their Grruri, r ."vthank you. This is indeed the moit pracdcar a.nronut 

-t-iortof 
ouroon""rn for the werfare of the ress fortunate ,in our miosi. atso,i't is an indica'tion that Kenyans have the wiil and trre 

"uitity 
to

address problems facing their country. Equail.v, r tnank our ioreign'friends who have'responded !. ,y ippeat in the true spirit of thesaying tlnr "A Friend Indeed is i f,iAna in Neecl,,.
Another arta which requires a united approach is lhe noed to

cussion the common man from adverse e,fter-'ts of the ecnonomic
reforms which we are currently implementing. Honouraui" r*l"ru.r,
arc in no doubt awar€, that during the past t*o years, the'ilneia-
ble groups in our society have been forced to prt up u'ith extronery
difficult oondi,tions. Foi insta'nce, as a resuli of iemovat of price
con'trols, ,the prices of essential commodities have risen t,o a level
which ,the common man carm,ot afford. As a result. some of our
people are unable to feed their famities as they rvoulrl wish. Members
are also awarc of rising state of unemployment amon.q our y,outh
and the attendant social dangers that poses for the fuiure ot our
country.

with a view to alleviating the sufforing of the Jroor. thc Govern-
punj has alroady. deveroped a .safety net rlrogra.mnle to check
further .economic .marginalizatio,n of vulncrabli g.oups-.in .n,.
societ-v. Rut such programmes oan. onry succeod if ti"" '"njoy it.
support of all Kenyans. rn prticular. ihe Gorernrnent will"aiways
welcome suggestions aimed at improving the soci,o.a:onomic statussf our pecrple.

Speaker,

Thcre are many other areas.where Kenyans could benefit from
a patrirctic.appnrach t,o national issues by cur leadors..As the most
dbtinguishod i,nstitution in our land,.irt is,the du,ty of Parliament to
set a good example alrd offer guidance 0o other insti,tutions including
the local authorities.
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I have deliberately emphasized the need for a uni'tod and self'

les;;;;;".fio outioout issues becarrse I genuinoly believe Kenyans

;;;"; he best from'thelr leaders. History will not spa,re us if

we do n<rt nise to the challenge' My Goraornment is' dherefore'

or"o*ea to take into acoount.the views of all Kenyans who may

irave positive ideas in nation bui'lding'

Mr. Speaker,

Duringthelastsession,thisAugustHousediscussedandpa:sed

"lev; 
uitt, *t i"t I am glad to report have ali now received the

presidential Assent. ifr" iifft covei important national issues and

i tt ""t mernbers for their useful coniributions. There were also

bius which were introduced during the la,st session but left in
;;;";.;. These include; the Afriian Re"insurance Corporation

Cili wtrictr seeks to provide for the implernentation of the agrer-

In*t''tuulishingtheAfricanRe.insuranceCorporation.ofwhich
K;;;il;-i"*?in.g member. !n particutar, the bitit seeks to give
'f"g"i 

"f*t'to 
articies 27 and Zg bf tfre agreement. These articles

i.iuir" insurance and re.insurance organizations registered or

authorized to carry on irr.ot*o businesJin Kenya to remit a mini'

mum of five per cent of their re.insu,ranoe business to the corpora'

tion, u, weII as co'nclude separate insurance a'rrangements for local

risks.

Honourable Members will also have an opportunity to deliberate

on the Narcotic Drugs control Bill whoae objective is to rop^lace the

pu"g"-", Drugs Ait which has been in operation since 1933. The

o"*iitt takes into account the various international conveations

oi tt" rrUlect, such as the 1988 United Nations Convent'iorr Against

ilioit frafhc in Narcotic Drugs. Also, the bill proposes sevOfe penal-

ii* iot possession and use of prohibited drugs'

Further, the bill providcs for thq establishment of rehabilitation

.rot r, *itn tuAfitiLs for drug addicts. But since drug trafficking

is a world.wiae probrem, prov'ision has also been made in the bill

lo enaUte the Aitorney-Gineral seek the assistance of other coun'

6i;il the invcstigadons of alleged offences of dnrg traffickiug'
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Other bills which wi[ be raintrodugei' for Mc'(rbers to colrsider

include; tlre Tradem'tl tIJru; uri 
"no'rtt 

water (Amcnd'

ment) Bill.

The need to amend the existing regislation regulating rvater

resourqes has been 
";;t,r;;I- UV_.trinninn cl'imitic conditions

which calls for th" ':';i;'i"tis1- 'ig"ta."tjt 
Ind sustainable water

harvesting svstems ;;#bil:ft1i'ine ro*r materials' Permanent

rivers have r'uo tr'#^ilii'; flt* a'"ttituttv reduced and' unless

.urgent ,"u,u"' u'f i"iti' tt'1t in'aG6t" resource shall be

deoleted and our "f"""itv 
tilrf i;* its capacitv to suppod any

foim of life includif;;;t of ou' rlu*ti-populations' That trend

must be reversed; 'i'irl'rt rt ir'"-int""tion of 
^ the proposed Water

(Amendmen0 Bill'

Mr. SPeaker'

In my opening remarks during :PrrT;,1t1';;t:[;'"Jt-,HtJg

*; }*nf*' ;r:SlT.% lir, i#- iln eed s or ou r so ci etv

Honoura,ble *.*#* Jo'-"*u"' th"fTr'""'A'ttorney-(]eneral has

ItIJi'i, *i "p 
t"tt ?"t"o to review various laws'

Nevertheles, the formation-of the task forces should not be an

"oC 

-in 
i.t .n "J#' 

tilff::*"*mT',,#l,XH"tffi
"i 

oppoo,onity to discuss the reoomme

' Th" agenda before Member's $uri'ne 
this scssion is demanding'

but I am co'nfide;";;;ii-ooi r"t dolvn Konvans rvho have gtven

vou the mandatl' i]"t"pt-*'i P;'-wittt't'hesc 
remarks' Mr'

'spoak"r, I wish ;;il"'bl;-Members a fruiftrl session'

t

t

I

'TniNr You.

Srers HoUsB,
NllRoBl,
22sP MlncH, 1994
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