
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (FouRTH SESSTON)

CONVEYANCE OF A PUBLIC PETITION
(No. 26 of 2020)

REGARDING MITIGATION OF PERENNIAL FLOODING
BY RIVER SONDU MIRIU IN HOMA BAY

AND KISUMU COUNTIES

Honourable Members, Standing Order 225(2ll(b) requires the

Speaker to report to the House any Petition other than those

presented by a Member. I therefore wish to report to the House that

my Office has received a Petition from a cross-section of residents

from Osodo Kobala, Kobuya, West Koguta and West Nyakach areas

of Rachuonyo North and Nyakach Sub-Counties of Homa Bay and

Kisumu Counties led by one Mr. Fredrick Gaya regarding mitigation

of perenrial Jlooding bg Riuer Sondu Miiu.

In their Petition, Honourable Members, the petitioners decry what

they term as failure by successive Governments since Independence

to permanently address the far-reaching effects, anguish and havoc

occasioned by regular flooding of River Sondu Miriu, and have

interpreted this failure as constituting an abdication of

responsibility by the authorities.

Houourable Members, the petitioners are convinced that failure by

the Government to permanently address the floodiag aclversely

affects the livelihoods of thousands of residents along the river and

occasions the eruption of water-borne and vector-borne diseases.



It is on this premise, Honourable Members, that the petitioners

seek the intervention of this August House in securing mitigation of

the aforementioned flooding through various Government measures

including dredging of River Sondu Miriu, opening up of its blocked

deltas, construction of standard dykes, reclamation of sand mines,

construction of strategic bridges and roads and compensation of

affected households.

Honourable Members, pursuant to the provisions of Standing

Order 227{I), this Petition therefore stands committed to the

Departmental Committee on Environment and Natural Resources.

The Committee is requested to consider the Petition and report its

findings to the House and the petitioners in accordance with

Standing Order 227(2).

I than you!

THI HON. JU B.N. MUTURI, EGH, MP

NATIONAL ASSEMBLYSPEAKER OF

Wednes y, August L2,2O2O
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EMAIL:clerk@parliament.go.ke

CC: The Chairperson, Standing' Committee on Environment and Natural Resources

RE:PETITION TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ON EFFECTS OF FLOODS AND ITS
MITIGATION IN OSODO KOBAI,A.KOB UYA.WEST KOGUTA AND WEST
NYAKACH AREAS OF RACHUONYO NORTH AND NYAKACH SUB.
COUNTIES(HOMA BAY AND KISUMU COUNTIES) AS PER ARTICLE 37 AND I19
OF THE CONSTITIITIO N PETITION TO PARLIAMENT(PROCEDURE) ACT (20I2)

AND STANDING ORDER NO 2I9 OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY.

We the undersigned:

Petitioners as citizens of Kenya and residents of Kobala Sub Location, Wang'chieng' Location
ofHoma - Bay County, directly and indirectly affefted by floods.

We humbly DRAW attention of the House to the following:

Due to the persistent perennial floods along River Sondu Miriu in Rachuonyo No(h and

Nyakach Sub counties which continues to havoc Osodo Kobala,Kobuya,West Koguta and West
Nyakach areas since 1963.

The residents have bone the far reaching effects offloods which has never been permanently
mitigated by the Kenyan government as per its mandate by the laws goveming our country.

This abdicatio
people's rights

n of responsibility has therefor ied, violated, infringed and threatened the

2 ofthe Kenyan constitution :
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PETITION TO NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ON EFFECTS OF FLOODS AND ITS MITCATION ALONG RIVER SONDU MIRIIJ

Articlc 26: Right to Life has been deprived by deaths occasioned by drowning in floods
waler. water & vector bome diseases.

Article 27: Equity and Freedom From Discrimination the government,s success in typical
Budalang'i floods menace affirms its ability to mitigate the River Sondu Miriu floods disaster
which has been unjustifiably delayed for over 57 years.

Article 28: Human Dignity the continuous displacement of these residents by uncontrolled
perennial floods has forced them to tead undignified lifestyle ofbegging for food reliefand
nonfood items to survive in the overcrowded camps. They are subjected to psychological torture,
treated in an inhuman and degrading manner by the floods.

Article 29: Freedom and Security ofthe person the people's freedom have always been
deprived arbitrarily since they can't live, move, and socialize normally. Rampant thefts and
robberies,snake bites hippo attacks and invasion has precariously risked the security ofthe
people's lives and property.

Article 3l: Privacy of the Families private affairs has been unnecessarily revealed and privacy
oftheir communications infringed through eavesdropping by subjecting them to crowded
camping classrooms & tents during floods.

Article 42: Environment every person has the right to a clean and healthy environment
unlike to residents ofthese areas whose environmenl get contaminated by the affluent from
latrines washed by flood water into their River Sondu Miriu and Lake victoria.There is high
rate ofopen defecation. Sand mines are mosquito brecding zones which are environmentally
disastrous.

Article 43:Economic and Social Rights during the floods:

a) The people cannot access the highest attainable standard ofhealth i.e. health care
services at Miriu, Chuowe, Kobuya and Nyakach Heatth facilities are challenged by
less or no drugs and few medicar staff to address rhe high disease outbreaks and
health checks.

b) The people cannot access adequate housing and reasonable standard of sanitation
depicted in the camping sites. The houses are damaged during floods hence perennial
reconstruction and repair cost to their shelter is unattainable by the poor residents.

c) The people are not free from hunger and have inadequate food of unacceptable
quality which are affected by floods in the farms, grain stores at home there by
surviving on relief food supplements lrom the govemment and other non state actors

d) The people have no access to clean and safe water which is ever inadequate.
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PETITION TO NAflONAL ASSEMBLY ON EFFECTS OF I;LOODS AND ITS MITIGATION ALONG RIYER SONDU MIRIU

e) The leamers at

Osodo,Kobuya,Daraja,Kobala,Konyach,Burlum,Nyamanyinga,Nyong'onga',Obange,
Sang'oro, Sango Buru, Nyawalo and Nyadina schools never get quality education since

their classrooms are used to accommodate the displaced families there by disrupting
learning & hindering provision offree basic education by the govemment.

THAT the residents have made several efforts to have the perennial disaster addressed
permanently by both County and National Government and no satisfactory response have

been efected.

On 12105/2018 the community presented their requests for permanent mitigation to CS
Devolution - Hon. Eugene Wamalwa when he visited victims of floods at Osodo Primary
school in Kobala Sublocation Wangieng Location.

The memorandum was read publicly on behalf of the community by Mr. Fredrick Gaya (now
petitioning) in the presence of:

i) Affected flood victims of Osodo Kobala and Kobuya
ii) Homa-Bay County Commissioner(2018) -Macharia Irungu

Deputy County Commissioner ,ACC ,Chiefs-Wang'chieng' and Kobuya
Locations & Assistant Chief Kobala.

iii) MCA Wang'chieng' Ward -Hon. Peter Kaula .

iv) MP Karachuonyo - Hon. Andrew Adipo Okuome .

v) County Women Representative - Hon .Gladys Wanga

vi) Govemor Homa Bay County -H.E. Cyprian Otieno Awiti

All the above leaders witnessed and received a copy each,but no satisfactory feedback to the

resident have been communicated.

On 1810212020 we visited the olfice of CS Devolution & ASALs, Hon. Eugene Wamalwa to
follow up on the matter after I year 9 months and we were referred to the Ministry of Water,
Sanitation and Irrigation.

After in depth consultation with the Water Secretary Eng. Sao Alima, he advised we write a

letter to the PS.
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PETITION TO NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ON EFFECTS OF FLOODS AND ITS MITCATION ALONG RIYER SONDTJ MIRIU

Our letter of Ref. YAOI/IVIOW&lll9lO2t2020, dated lgt2lzL2} addressed to the pS Ministry
of water & sanitetion end lrrigation was received by the ministry on 21t0212020.

cunently over 3000 people are displaced since early April and the government is yet to give a
permanent solution as requested above.

THAT in respect ofour prayer for a lasting solution to mitigetion offloods and its effects
elong River Sondu Miriu, we are not aware ofany such cese pending before any court ofhw
or other constitutional or tegal body.

In recognition of Powers, Rcaponsibilities and Privileges of the Netional Assembly delegated
to the strnding Committee on Environment and Natural Resources, and in view of this
escelating humaniterian and humen rights siturtion,we call on the Nationel Assembly ro
recommend to the Government of Kenya to urgently undertake the under listed request in the
spirit of permanently mitigating floods and its effect in this region.

ll.
[1.

Dredging/desiltetion ofthe River Sondu Miriu and opening' the blocked
deltas in Adera, Nyalmera and Chuowe around Winam Gulf
Construction ofstandard Dykes along the banks of River Sondu Miriu.
Implementetion of thc Greet Wrng'chieng' Intergretcd Irrigation and
Water project which had been dcsigned and only awaits procuremcnt at
the NIB. This will address food, nutrition& weter security plus floods
control. ( one of the govemment's Big 4 Agenda by 20221.
Addressing thc sanitation challenges and building water secure
institutions e.g. Schools, health facilities, churches, homes, markets.
Provision of complete WASH facilities e.g. toilets/latrines,water
havesting,treatment and storage, tanks for the roof catchment, communtty
water pans, dams, channels plus hand washing equipments/materials.
Promotes tree growing (fruit farming) alongside the river bank and its basin
catchment plus reclamation of sand mines in Kobala Sub location which
highly supported the govemment with lerry collection. These are mosquito
brecding zones and environmentally disastrous
Provide alternative source of livctihood i.e fish farming, dairy ho(iculture,
poultry, bee keeping to the youths and women
Bridge and Road Network: construct two bridge and roads;

a) Chuowe - Sande Bridge at Udhi area to link end opcn the over 700
acres of fertile, ereble lrnd for agribusiness end food security,Eco
tourism.
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PEIITX]N TO NATI{)NAL ASSEMI}LY ON EFFLCTS OF FLOODS AND MSMITOATION AI'NO RIVER SOM)U MIRIU

b) Nyandho - Nyadina Bridgc at Akoko Beach-Crossing poinr to link
lower west nyakach of Krsumu County and lower Kobala Sub location
of Homa Bay County.

c) Chuowe - Nyakwere Road which is complerely submerged and
eroded.

d) Kobala - Osodo - Nyandho Roed which was damaged by emsion
and heavy lorries transporting sand, government collects levies with no
proper maintenance.

viii. Last mile power connection to all homes schools, beaches, churches, markets
and health l'acilities.

ix. Improving, equipping and stafling of leaming institutions and health facilities.

VYHER"EFORE, your humble petitioners pray thrt the National Assembly3

l. Dispenses with this petitron immediately in view of the urgency of the matter and
gravity ofthe issues canvassed here in.

2. Investigates this matter and makes appropriate recommendatiotrs thereon, since 2010
up to 2020,with regards to:

o Number ofeffected households and people.
. Number of deaths and rate of disease prevalence & outbreaks.
o Cumulative amount ofmoney used in response during floods and related

disaster/emergencies.
o Social economic audit report on value of incuned losses by the residents

r' Farms submerged
/ Livestock deaths and marooned grazing land/pasture.
r' Walf-r & Sanitation facilities.

o Level ofvulnerability as per the aforementioned impinged human rights.
3. Enact the National Disaster Management bill and consider compensating the effected

families & 6sh famers whose fish stock & ponds were swept away.
4. Ensure sufficient mobilization,allocation and accountability offunds for the permanent

mitigation offloods and it's effecrs along river Sondu Miriu through rhe 2020/2021
Financial Budget and any other source deemed appropriate.

And your PETITIONERS will ever pray.

Name: ry Fredrick Email: oesamashambani@qmail.com, phone:0729430123

Sig
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STOFP ERS TO THE AL ASS 8LY OF XEI{Y FLOO AND MITI N osoDo l(OBUY
WEST KOGUTA AXD WEST I{YAl(ACH OF RACHUONYO NORII{ (HOMA BAYI AI{O NYAKACH (KISUMU I suB coUNNES AI.ONG R]VER SONDU
MIRIU AS PER ARNCII 37 AND 119.OF THE CON ON,PMNON PARUAME PROCTDUREI (2012lAnD DING ORDE NO 219
OF THE NANONAL ASSEMBTY.

And your PETIrONER(S| will ever pray.
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T,sT Of PEnT()T{ER5 TO TIIE TJATIOI{AI ASSEMBLY OF TE YA OT ITTECTS OF 
'LOOT'S 

AND TTS MITIGATIoN II{ OISOTD TOAALI .I(OBUYA. WEST

l(oGuTA A,{o wEsT YAI(ACH OF RAolUOtaYo NORTH I}IOMA BAtl At{D i{YAIACH lXlSUMUf SUB COUI{I|ES AriOr{G Rn En SOIDU MIRIU AS pEn

ARTICE 37 A D 119.Of THE CONSTITUTIO .PETMO TO PAf,UAME{TIPf,OCIOURIIACTI2OXIIAND SIA DING ORI'ER M' 219 (r IHT ATONAI
ASSEMATY,

GEXDER lD or Plrspoft ttlo gGtAfURE or THUMB

tMPtESSrc

&d toltl PETITOI{ EnlS) wltr GI.r pr.y.

*,*,.47A.-._ :?lt

o rDoiEss

1 YAhqb bDe.b€.

I{AMI

Mf,R )$r F q e6B04"qq c^*_
2

wl 2 6LL\q 6 a ee
3

CuaUCs__gg"tQ
€. o U

Oryu

tr N O74l ib€q-T
C 7Ot1qo tcc

Z2<)ttq <L
4 ,xD,rq l( ss'tz F4 o-{r+ :r.-: l:e loLz LtL6. Aa"a
5 ea?".?12
6

cr+ AKLI a __L
t o'rv14o4Rt(

8l t ErF,
1?e-0?6?i (

7
ur SfrllrAr$dr otm)de.D fvt

8

9 C&eB 66&o Aerr-e
EE$pt

o o87 t>

b7+337es76
bLZl

7ad7l
66

(

10

_M_
-Sa-_
F olLtltl04t e273aqtl W6

11 N F{ szr(qozl2l ?tqtl-*l (
t2 baoa-*q o@ Oz- M 07180 tgtuJ +b/e?€ I qF*-)-
l3

kl,<,b NI lAa*to2fiA t 32J+?b?,
1a o-t€g 7-tVz 3 aT tlv6G 'a@v
15

u_rL e

2tntcc^<,r lffi-1

,. D.tG: 2D

f-


