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l'he Civil Aviation Unmanned Aviation Systems
published on 30'h March, 2020 under Legal Notice 42
tiamework lor the regulations olthc usage of drones.

Regulations 2020 rvcre
'Ihe Regulations create a

'l'hc llegulations have been subjected to public participation and discr.rsscd with
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[{cgulations.

(lonsequent to this process, I now lonvard hcrcu,ith, the llegulations fbr onward
considcration and approval by thc Committee.
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THE CTVIL AVIATION ACT
(No.2l ofz0l3)

THE CTVIL AVIATION (JNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS)
RECTJLATIONS,2O2O

Regulation
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24- UAS operating limitations.



_v

612 Kenya Subsidiary Le g is larion, 2020

25- Reporting ofUAS incidents and accidents.

26-Prohibited opration of UAS.
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THE CIVIL AVIATION ACT

(No.2l of2O13)

IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred by section 82 ofthe Civil
Aviation Act, 2013, the Cabinel Secretary for Transpon, Infrastructure,
Housing, Urban Development and Public Works makes the following
Regulations-

THE CIVIL AVIATION (LINMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS)
RECULATIONS , 2O2O

PART I - PRELIMINARY

l. These Regulations may be cited as the Civil Aviation
(Unmanned Aircraft Systems) Regulations, 2020.

2. In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise
requires -

"aircraft" means any machine that can derive support in the
atmosphere from the reactions of the air other than the reactions of the
air against the earth's surface;

"accident" means an occunence associated with the operation of
Unmanned Aerial System which takes place between the time such
Unmanned Aerial System is ready to move with the purpose of flight
until such time as it comes to rest at the end of the flight and the
primary propulsion system is shut down, in which-

(a) a person is fatally or seriously injured as a result of direct
contact with any pan of the Unmanned Aerial System,
including parts which have become detached frcm the
Unmanned Aerial System;

(b) a building, structure or animal comes into direct contract
with any pan of the Unmanned Aerial System including
parts which have become detached from the Unmanned
Aerial System; or

(c) the Unmanned Aerial System sustains damage or slructural
failure which-
(i) adversely affects the structural strength, performance

or flight characteristics of the Unmanned Aerial
Systemi and

(ii) would normally require major repair or replacement
of the affected component, except for engine failure
or damage, when the damage is limited to a single
engine (including its cowlings or accessories), to
propellers, wing tips, antennas, prcbes, vanes, tires,
wheel, fairings, panels, landing gear doors, the
aircraft skin ( such as small dents or puncture holes),
or for minor damages to main rotor blades, tail rctor
blades, landing gear, and those resulting from hail or
bird strike (including holes in the aerodrome);
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"Aerodromc" means a defined arca on land or water (lncludrng
any bulldlngs. lnstallatlons and cqurpment) rntended to bc used elthcr
wholly or rn pan for the arnval, departurc and surface movcment of
arrcraft.

"aeronautrcal rnformatlon product" mcans Aeronautlcal data and
aeronau(rcal rnformatron provrded clthcr as dlSltal data sets or as a
standardlzed prcsentatlon ln paper or electronlc medla Aeronautrcal
lnformauon products lncludc-

(a) Aeronauucdl Informatlon Publcatron (AIP), rncludrng
amendmcnts and Supplements,

(b) Aeronautrcal Informatron Crrculars (AIC),

(c) Aeronautrcalchans,

(d) NOTAM, and

(e) Drgrtaldata \cts

Note -Aeronaullcal rnformahon products are rntended pnmanly
to satrsfy lntematronal requlrements for the exchange of aeronau(rcal
rnformatlon. Aeronautlcal Informatlon Publcatlon (AIP) A pubhcatton
rssucd by or wrth the authoflty of a State and contarnrng aeronau(rcal
lnformatlon of a lastrng character cssentlal to ar navrgatlon

"Autho ty" means Kcnya Crvrl Avlatron Authonty,

"Bcyond Vrsual Lrne-of-Srght (BVLOS) operatron" means an

opcruUon ln whlch ncrthcr the remote pllot nor RPA observer(s) can
mdrnt.In dlrect unaldcd vrsual contact wrth the rcmotoly prlotcd
alrcraft.

"body corporalc" means any lcgal cntlty reglstercd pursuan( to
slatutory law or establshed by any law ln Kenya.

"controlled atspace" mcans an alrspacc of defincd dlmcnslons
wrthln whlch alr traffic control servrcc rs provldcd !n accordance wlth
the alrspace classl[cauon.

''Command and Control (C2) hnk" means thc data hnk bctwecn
thc remote prloted alrcraft and the remotc pllot statron for thc purposos

of managrng the flrght.

"Conlractrng Statc" means any State whrch ls party to the
Chrcago Conventron,

"detcct and avord" means the capabrlrty to see, sensc or detect
conflrctlng traffic or othcr hazards and takc the dppropnate actron.

"Extended Vrsual Lrne of Srght (EVLOS) operatrons" means
operatlng method whcrcby the remotc prlot u command (PIC) rclles on
onc or more remote observers to keep the unmanncd arrcraft ln vlsual
slght dt all hmcs, relaylng cntlcal fllght lnformatron vra radro and
asslstlng thc rcmotc prlot rn mdrnlarnrng sdfe separauon from other
alrcraft (manned or unmanned),
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"image" means a record of thermal, infrared, ultraviolet, visible
light, or other electromagnetic waves, sound waves. odors. or olher
physical phenomena which capture conditions existing on or about rcal
propeny or an individual located on that prope(y;

"imaging device" means a mechanical, digital, or electronic
viewing device. slill camera, camcorder, motion picture camera. or uny
other instrumcnt, equipment, or format capable of rccording, storing. or
transmitting an image;

"OperatoC'means a person. organization or cn(erprise engaged in
or offcring to cngage in an aircraft operationi

Note. - In the contcxt of unmanned aircraf(, an aircraft operation
includes unmanned aircraft systcm.

"psychoactive substanccs" means alcoho), opioids, cannabinoids,
sedatives and hypnotics, cocainc, othcr psychostimulants,
hallucinogens, and volatile solvents, but do€s not includc coffee and
tobacco:

"Remote Aircrdft Operators Cenificate (ROC)' means a
cenilicate authorizinS an operator to ca!ry out specified UAS
oPerations;

"Remote Piloted Aircraft (RPA)" mcans an unmanned aircruf(
which is pilotcd from a remote pilot station:

"Remolcly Piloted Aircraft System (RPAS)" means a rcmotcly
piloted aircraft, its associated remote pilot stalion(s), the requircd
command and control links and any other components as specificd in
the type desiSn:

"Remote Pilot in Command (RPIC)" mcans the rcmote pilot
designated by the operator as bcing in command and charged with the
safe conduct of a flight:

"Remotc Pilot Station (RPS)" mcans thc componcnr of thc
remotely piloted aircraft system containing the equipment used to pilot
the remotely piloted aircrafti

"resident" means a person holding a residence permit issued
under the Kenya Citizenship and Immigration Act, 201 l;

"RPA observcr" means a tmincd and compclcnl person
designated by the opcrator who, by visual observation of (he remotc
piloted aircraft, assists the remotc pilot in the safc conduct of the flighll

"Safety Management System (SMS) ' means systematic
approach to managrng safety, including the necessary organizational
slructures, accountabilities, policies and procedurcs:

"Secondary Surveillance Radar" means a surveillance radar
system which uses transmitters or rcceivers (interrogators) and
tr-an spondels:

"segregatcd airspace" means arrspace of specified dimensions
allocated for exclusive usc to a spccillc user(s)t

6r5
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"Statc arrcraft" mcans alrcraft uscd tn mtlttary, customs and
polcc \crvlces of Kcnyr or of any othcr St,ltc or any othcr clvll
regrstercd alrcraft lt thc trme pcrformrng a slalc functron and fully
convertcd to o[[cr servrccs to heads of Stdtcs, mllrtary seryrce, cus(oms
or pohcc or to any other Statc.

''Survelllancc" mcans-

(a) wrlh rcspcct to a pcr\on. (hc obscrvatron of such person
wlth sufllcrcnt vrsual clarrty to bc eblc to obtdln
rnformatron about thelr rdcntrty, habtts, conduct,
movement\. or wherc.rbouts. or

(h) wrth rcspcct lo pnvdtely owncd real propcny, lhc
obscrvanon of such propeny's physrcal rmprovcmcnts wrth
sufficlent vrsual cldfity to bc ablc to dclermrne unrque
rdcntrfyrng fcaturcs or rts occupancy by onc or more
pcrlons.

"typc ccrtrficalc" means d(rcumenl lssucd by .I ContractlnS Starc
to define thc dcsrgn of an atrcraft typc ,lnd lo ccnlfy thal thls desrgn
mects the appropnate arrwonhrncss requlrements of that Statc,

"tcmporary pcrrnrt" mcans a lElmrt authorlzlng thc holdcr to
lmpon rnto Kcnya a UAS reglslcred rn another country wrlhoul flrlt
dcrcglstratron,

"Unmanncd Alrcraft Systcm (UAS)" mear,ns an arrcraft and rts

assocrdlcd systcms whlch arc opcrdtcd wlth no pllot on board,

"unmanncd frec balloon" means non-Powcr-dnvcn, unmanncd,
Lghlcr-lhan-arr drrcrrft rn frcc fll8h(,

"Vrsual Lrne-of-Srght (VLOS) opcratron" mcans an opcratlon rn

whrch the rcmotc pllot or RPA obscrver malnlalns drrcc( unardcd vlsu,rl
contact wlth thc remotely prlolcd ,rrrcraft. and

"Vrsual Mcteorologrcal Condrtlons (VMC)" mean\
meleorologrcal condltrcns expra\sed ln terms of vlslbrllly, dlstance
from cloud. and celLng, cqual to or bcttcr than spcctficd mrnrma

3 ( l) Thesc Rcgulatrons shall apply ro any pcrson who lmPon\,
expon\, lcsls. orvns, opcratcs. procurcs. asscmblcs, manufacturcs.
modrfics or m.rntalns a UAS reSrstcrcd In Kcnya rvhcrcvcr lhcy may
be and.rny othcr such a,rcrafl opcrutrng rn Kenya

(2) Notwrthstandrng sub regulauon (l), thcse Re8ulalrons shdll
not apply to-

(a) Statc arrcraft. or

(b) unmanncd frce ballrxlns or atrshtps

PART II_CATEGORIZATION OF OPERATIONS &
RECISTRATION OF UAS

4 ln dctcrmrnrng whether lo rcgtsrcr a UAS or lssue any
authonzatlon, Lcence or permtt under thcse Rcgulaltons, thc Authority
shall consrder thc followrng
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(a) (he national security of Kenya and relevant intemational
and regional obligations and commitments of Kenya under
treaties and agreemcnls:

(b) risk to public interest and safcty:

(c) proposed us€ ofthe UAS; and

(d) whether the applicant is sublect to administrative
investigalions by the Authorily.

5. (l) Unmanned Aircraft Sys(em operations shall be
categorized based on the risk posed by the type of operations as
follows-

(a) Category A Operations (t w risk). This category of
operations poses low or minimal risk to the public, property
and manncd aviation. Operations under this category shall
b€ undertaken in accordance with Part I of the First
Schedule:

(b) Category B Operations (medium risUrcgulated lower risk).
Operations under this ca(cgory posc medium risk to the
public, property and manned aviation. Operations under
this category shall be undenaken in accordance with Pan ll
of the First Schedule: and

(c) Category C Operations (High RisUManned Aviation
Approach). This Category of operations poses high risk to
safety of individuals, propeny and manned aviation.
Operations under this category shall be undenzLken in
accordancc with Pan III of the First Schedulc.

(2) The Authority may from time to time determine additional
requirements and specifications for operations in each catc8ory.

6. (l) A person shall be eligiblc (o own an Unmanned Aircraft
System if that person is-

(a) a Kenyan Citizen or resident in Kcnya of minimum age of
eighteen yeals;

(b) a body corporate; or

(c) national govemmcnt or county govcmment.

(2) A person shall not transfer ownership o[ an Unmanned
Aircraft System without the prior approval of thc Authority.

(3) A pcrson other than the national govemmcnt shall not own,
register or operate an Unmanned Aircraft System wlth military
spe.ifications.

7. (l) A person shall not import an Unmirnned Aircraft System
or a componcnt thereof without a permit issued by the Authority.

(2) Before issuing a permit referred to under sub rcgulation (l),
the Authority shall scek and obtain the necessary security clearancc and
approval from the Ministry for the limc being responsible for matters
relating to defense.

6t't
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(3) A pcrson who rntcnds to cxpon a Kenyan rcgtstcred
Unmanned Alrcraft Sy\lem shall notrty thc Authonly ln wn(rng .rnd
shall obtarn a dcrcgrstratlon cenrficatc

8 Any pcrson lntcndrn8 to mdnufacturc, asscmblc, modlfy, lcsl,
scll or othcrwrse dcal rn Unmanned Alrcraft Syslem or a componcnt
thercof shall apply for aulhonzauon from thc Aulhonty

9 (l) An operd(or or owncr of an Unmanncd Arrcraft Systcm
shall rcglslcr thc UnmJnncd Alrcraft Syslcm wl(h (hc Authonty and bc
rssued wth a cenlficdtc of rcglstratron

(2) Thc Authonty shall cstablrsh md tmplcment a syslcm for
rcglstrdlron and ldentlflcatlon of Unmanncd Arr,craft Systcm rn Kenya
whrch \hall be dlsplayed on thc Unmanncd Alrcraft Systcm at all (rmcs

l0 ( I ) Thc Aulhonty m.y dcrcgrstcr or canccl the rcgtstratton of
Unmanncd Arrcraft Systcm-

(a) upon appllcauon of lhc owncr for purposer of regtstcrtng
thc lt rn ,rnother State.

(b) upon (s dc\lructlon.

(c) upon rts [rcrmanent wrthdrawal from usc,

(d) ln thc lntcrc\t of natlonal securlly.

(c) wherc the Authonly dctcrmlncs that the owncr or opcr.rtor
has vrolatcd thesc Rcgulauons. or

(0 rn dny orhcr crrcumstancc that lhe Aulhon(y dccms ht

t I (l) The Authonty may, upon appLcatlon, and rn accorddncc
wrlh regulatron 13. Srant a lcmporary pcrmrt to dn apphcdnt for the

opcr.r(ron of an Unmanncd Arrcraft Systcm for r pcnod not cxcccdrng
(hrny (30) days, whrch shall be rcnewablc oncc

(2) In rssurng a (emporary Pcrmlt rcferred to ln sub-rcSulatlon
( l), (hc Authonty may rmposc such tcrns and condltlons ds ( dccms lit
and \hall havc rcgard (o-

(d) publlc rntcrcst and nauonal sccunty. and

(b) the necd to provrdc rca\onable protectlon for Kenyan
opcrators

l2 (l) An Unmanned Alrcreft Systcm orvncr or opcralor shall
ensure that .rll (s componcnts are ln workrng ordcr and ln accordancc
wrth thc manulrcturcr," uscr muual

(2) Thc Authonty sh.rll rcqurre dn Unmanncd Atrcraft Systcm
wlth a typc ccrtrficatc lo obtarn ,r Certrficate of Arrworlhlne5\

l3 (l) A pcrson shall not operdte,rn Unmanned Arrcraft Systcm
ln Kcnya wrthout authonzatlon from the Autho ty

(2) Unmanned Arrcrafl System opcrauons shall bc authonzcd rn

accordancc wllh thc catcgory of operallon as sc( oul ln reguldtron 5 of
these Rcgulatlons

rcsunSofUAS
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(3) A person shall not operate an Unmanned Aircraf( System in a
category of operation other (han the catcgory for which it ha.s been
authorized to operdte.

14. (l) Any person who opemtes an Unmanned Aircraft System
for commercial activities, reward or hirc shall obtain a Remote Aircraft
Operators Certificate (ROC) from the Authority.

(2) The Remote Aircraft Operators Certificate referrcd to in sub
regulation (l) shall authorize the operator to conduct Unmanned
Aircraft System operations in accordancc with the condi(ions and

limitations detailed in the operations specifications attachcd (o that

Cenificate.

(3) The issuance of a Remote Aircraft Operators Certificate by
the Authority is dependent upon the Unmanned Aircraft System
operalor demonstrating -

(a) an adequate organizatioo;

(b) method of control and supervision of flight opera(ions;

(c) training programme; and

(d) gmund handling and maintcnance arrangements.

(4) The requirements in sub regulalion (3) shall bc consistenl
with the nature and extent of the operations specified and
commensurate with the size, structure and complcxity of the
organization.

15.(l) An operator applying to the Au(honty for a Remote
Aircraft Operators Certificate shall submit an application in a form and
manner prcscribed by the Authority and containing any other
information the Authority may requirc.

(2) An operator shall make an application for an initial issue or
reissue of an Remote Aircraft Operalors Certifica(e al least ninety (90)
days b€fore the date of the intended operation.

16. (l) The Authority may issue a Remote Aircraft Operators
Cenificate to an applicanl ifthat applicant-

(a) has its principal place of business and i( is rcgistered in
Kenya;

(b) meets the applicable regulations and standards for the
holder of a Remote Aircraft Operators Ceniflcale:

(c) is properly qualified and adequately slaffed and equipped to
conduct safe operations in commercial opcrations of the
Unmanned Aircraft Systemt

(d) holds a security clearance issued by the Ministry
responsible for matte6 relating to defence. which the
Authority shall seek in the course of prmessing the

application; and

6t9
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(c) has an aircraft operator security programme approved by
thc Authority and meets any other requirements a.!i

may be specified by the Authority.

17. (l) A Remote Aircraft Operdtors Cenificate issued by the
Authority shall be valid for 12 months from the date of issue or renewal
unless-

(a) a shoner period is specified by the Authonty;

(b) the Authonty amends, suspends, revokes or otherwise
terminates (he Ceniftcate:

(c) the Certificate holder surrenders it to the Authority:

(d) the Cenificate holder notifies the Authori(y of the
susp€nsion of operations.

(2) A Remote Aircraft Operators Cenificate which is suspended
or revoked shall be relumed to the Authonty.

(3) An applicant for a Remote Aircraf( Opcrators Certificate
which has expired shall make an initial application.

18. (l) The Authority may amend a Rcmote Aircraft Operators
Certiflcate if-

(a) the Authorily determines that the amendment is necessary
for the safety of commercial Unmanned Aircraft System
operations: or

(b) (he Cenificate holder applies for an amcndment and the
authority determines that the amendment is necessary.

(2) A Cenificate holder shall operate in accordance with the
amendment unless it is subsequently withdrawn.

19. (l) The holder of a Remote Aircraft Operators Certificate
shall establish a safety management systcm commensurate with its siz€
and the complexity of its opcrdtions.

(2) The safety management system established in terms of sub-
regulation ( l) shall include-

(a) a process to identify actual and potential safety hazards and
assess thc associated risksi

(b) a process to develop and implement remedial action
necessary to maintain an acceptable level of safety: and

(c) provision for continuous and regular assessmcnt of the
appropriatcness and effectiveness of safety management
activities.

20. ( l) A person shall not act as a rcmote pilot in comma.nd or as
a remote co-pilot of an Rcmote Piloted Aiffaft unless that person is a
holder of a remote pilot licence issued by the Authority.

(2) Without prejudice to sub-regulation ( l), a person shall not act
as a Unmanned Aircraft System pilot for category B and C operations,

rcncwalofROC
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as specified under regulation 5, unless that penon is a holder of a

remote pilot licence issued by the Au(hority.

(3) Remote Pilot Licence required by sub regulations ( l) and (2)
shall be issued in accordance with provisions established in (he Second
Schedule to these Regulations.

21. (l) No person shall provide training or instruclion on the
operation of Unmanned Aircraft Syslcm opcrations wilhout an
authorization issued by the Authority.

(2) The authorization granted under sub-regulation (l) shall be
valid for twenty four (24) months.

22. (l) Notwthstanding the provisions of regulation 13. the
Authority may cancel, suspend or vary any authorization or approval

Sranted under these Regulations-

(a) in the interest of public safcty or national sccurity:

(b) for violating these Regulations:

(c) for violating any requirement, restriction, term or condition
imposed by the Authority; or

(d) for any other public inrercst.

(2) The Authority may seize any Unmanned Aircraft Syslem or a
component thereof belonging to a person who contravenes the
provisions of these Regulations pending further administrative action.

(3) The Authority may apply to a compctenl cou( lbr an order
authorizing the Authority to destroy or otherwise disposc of any item
confiscated under sub regulation (2).

PART III_GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR OPERATIONS OF
UAS

23. ( I ) An Unmanned Aircraft Systcm owncr or operator shall-
(a) bc responsible for the safe conducl of its operatlons:

(b) comply with all requircmenls. tcrms and conditions
established by the Authority regarding its operation:

(c) be responsible for contracled services from providers
including communications servicc providcrs. as necessary,
to carry out its operations;

(d) be responsible for operational control of (he Unmanned
Aircraft System;

(e) ensure that it is registered in accordance with thc provisions
of these Regulations; and

(l) ensure secure storage of the Unmanncd Aircraft System or
components thereof at all times.

(2) Unless otherwise specified by the Aulhorily a request for
authorization for operation of Unmanned Aircraft System shall include
the following-

621
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namc turd contact rnformatron of thc oPerator,

Unmanncd Arrcraft Systcm chtaclcnslrcs (typc of atrcrrft,
maxrmum ccnlflcaled tJ.c-off mass. numhr of cnSrncs
and wlng span).

copy of ccnrficate of reglstratron of (hc Unmanned Alrcraft
System,

arrcraft ldcntrficalron to be used rn radrotclcphony, rf
applcable.

copy of the ccrtrficale of drrwonhlncss rf applrcable,

copy of thc Unmanned Arrcr.rf( Systcm operator ccnrficate,
rf apphcable,

copy of (he Rcmote prlol(s) llcence. lf dpplrcablc.

copy of thc arrcra[t radlo slatron Ilccncc, rf apphcable.

dcscnptron of thc lntended operatron rncludrng lhc typ. of
opcmlron or purposc. flrght rulcs, Vtsual Lrnc-of Srght
(VLOS) opcratron, rf dpphcablc, datc of rntcndcd flr8hl(s),
pornt oI depanure, destlnatlon, cruls,nE sPced(s), crulslng
level(s), routc to bc followcd, duralron or frcqucncy of
fllght. tale-off and landlng rcqurrcmenls,

Unmanncd Arrcraft Systcm pcrformancc characlc stlcs,
rncludrng

(r) operatrng spceds.

(rr) typrcal and maxrmum cllmb rates,

( r) opcraungfrequencrcs,

(lv) typlcal and maxrmum dcsccnt ralcs.

(\') typlcal and m.rxlmum (um ratc\.

(\'l) othcr rclevant pcrformdncc data rncludrng ltmttattons
regardlng wlnd, rcrng dnd prccrpltatron, and

(\,r) ma\!mum Jlrcraft cndurancc.

communrcatronst navlSatlon and \urvcrllancc capabllrtlcs,

acronar.rtrcal sa[ety communlcatron\ lrcqucnclc\ cqulpmcnt,
lncludrng-

(r) ATC communrcatrons, lncludlng any altcmale mcans
of communrcatron.

(l) commdnd and conlrol (C2) Ilnks,

(rr) performancc parametem and deslSnalcd opcratronal
covcrage arca,

(rv) communlcatrons bctwcen rcmote prlot dnd Rcmolc
Prlded Arrcraft (RPA),

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(c)

(D

(8)

(h)

(!)

u)

(k)
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(v) Remote Piloted Aircraft observer, if applicable:

(vi) navigation e4uipment:

(vii)surveillance equipment, including Secondary
Surveillance Radar transponder and Automatic
Dcpendent Surveillancc- Broadcast (ADSB):

(m) detect and avoid capabiliries:

(n) emergencyprocedures,including-

(i) communications failurE with Air Traffic Control
(ATC);

(ii) C2 failure;

(iii) rcmote pilot or rcmote piloted aircraft observer
communications failure, if applicablel

(iv) number and location of remote pilot stations as well
as handover prccedurcs between rEmote pilot
stations, if applicable:

(v) document attesting noise cenification, ifapplicable;

(vi) confirmation of compliance wi$ the Civil Aviation
(Security) Regulations;

(vii) payload information or description: and

(viii) proof of adequate insumnce coverage.

(3) Unmanned Aircraft System shall meet the performance and
equipment carriage requirements for the specific airspace in which the
flight is to operalc.

(4) Whcre documents identified in sub regulation (2) are issued in
a language other than English, the Unmanned Aircraft System operator
or owner shall ensurE that an English traoslation is included and
prcvide a cerlificate of tralslation.

24. (l) A person shall not operate an Unmanned Aircraft
System-

(a) at above 400 fert Above Ground l,evel (AGL) and within
50 meters of any person, vessel, vehicle or structure which
is not under the conuol of the person in charge of the
Unmanned Aircraft System.

(b) except with the authorization ofthe Authority:

(c) in conditions other than Visual Meteorological Conditions
(VMC);

(d) at night, unless specifically cleared by the Authority on a
case by case basisi

(e) where cameras, imaging devices or other sensors capturc
information, pictures or videos extending beyond the
prcscribed area of approved operation,

UAS op.nting
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(2) Whcrc camcral. rmagrng dcvrcc\ or other sensors c,rplure
lnformallon, prctures or vrdcos refcrred to rn sub rcSulatlon ( I )(d), such
rnformauon shall not bc rcproduced, proccsscd. shared, dtstrrbuted or
pubhshed

(3) NotwrthstandrnE the provrsrons of sub rcgulatlon (l)(a),
Unmanncd Arrcraft Systcm operatrons m.ry bc conductcd at such htgher
herghts and l.ltcraldl\tanccs as the Aulhonty may approvc

(4) Notwrthstandrng thc provrsrons of sub rcSulatron (l)(b),
Unmanncd Arrcraft System operatrons mdy bc conducted m condtttons
othcr than Vlsual Mcleorologlcal Condrtrons (VMC) provrdcd thdt lhe
prlot rs duly rated, lhc Systcm mccts rcqulred specrficahons and ls
,tpprovcd by the Aulhonty

25 (l) An Unmanncd Arrcrafi Systcm opcrator shall ensure lhat
all rncrdcntr and accrdents rnvolvlng such d system .rrc rcponcd to the

Authonty

(2) Thc Authonly shall es(abltsh a mcchantsm for membcrs of the
publlc to rcpon accrdcnts, rncrdcnts and allcgcd vrolatrons of thc
rcgulatlon by thc Sy\tcm opcrator\ or owncn

(3) A person who owns or opcrates Unmanncd Arrcraft System
shdll nottfy (hc Authonty lmmcdrately of thc loss or thcft of thc system
or t(s componcnts thereof

(4) Thc Authonty shall upon rcccrpt of a rcpon ol lhc lo\\.lhcft,
tncldcnt or accrdent rnvolvrng an Unmanncd Alrcraft Sy\lcm dcrcrmrne
the naturc and typc of .Iny addrtlonal rnvesllgalron or enforccmcnt
.rctlon that requlres to bc takcn

26 ( I ) A person sh.rll not operate an Unmanncd Arrcraft Systcm
ln J ncgllgcnt or rcckless manncr

(2) For the purposes of sub regulalron (l), a pcrson opentes an
Unmanncd Alrcraft System rn a 'neglrgcnf' or "rcckless" munner
whcrc thdt pcrson -

(a) ln thc coursc of opcratlon, cnd,rngcrs olher arrcmft, persons
or proPcrty.

(b) opcratcs rn a prohrbrtcd, a rcstflcted and damgcr irrcils, the
p,rnrculdr\ of whlch havc bccn duly publrshcd ln thc Kcnya
Aeronautrcal lnformalron Pubhcatron (AIP), cxccpt ln
accordance wlth lhc condruons of the rcstnctlons or by
pcrlnrssron grantcd by lhc Authonty. or

(c) opcrates rn or dound slratcgrc lnstallatlons. Arr Navrgrtron
Scrvlce facrlltres, hrgh tcnsron cablcs and communrcatron
m,rsts, pflsons. polcc sla(rons. couns of law. \cencs of
cflme, schfirs and hospr(als exccpl rn dccordance wlth thc
cond(lon\ of the restrrclrons or by pcrml\slon Srantcd by
the Authoflty

(3) The Authofl(y rn con\ultatron wrth thc Cabrnct Sccrclar]
rcsponsrble for mattcrs rclatlng to lntcmal lccurlty, mdy by nollcc ln

Rcpon'Dr oIUAS
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the Gazette prohibit (he use of Unmanncd Aircraft System in any
specific aipa in Kenya for any period in the interest of national sccurity.

27.(l) Aperson shall not take on board or cause to be taken on
board an Unmanned Aircraft System or dcliver or cause to be delivered
for loading thereon any goods which lhat pcrson knows or has
rcasonable cause to know to be dangerous goods unless approved by
the Authorily.

(2) For the purposes of sub regulation (l), "daogerous 8oods"
includes any substance that is classified as such in thc ICAO Tcchnical
lnstructions for Cartiage of Dangerous Coods.

28. A person shall not operate an Unmanned Aircraft System at
lateral distance of less than 50 metres from any person, building,
structure. vehicle, vesscl or animal not associated with the op€rations of
the System unless authorized by the Authority.

29. No person shall operate an Unmanned Aircraft Syslcm over
public road, along the length of a public road of at a distancc of less
than 50m from a public road, unless-

(a) the operation has bcen approved by (he Authority: or

(b) such road has been closed from public usc: irnd

(c) reasonable care has been taken to ensure the safety of road
users and pedestrians in the cvent of loss of control of the
Remote Piloted Aircraft.

30. No person shall use a public road as a place of landing or
take-off of an Unmanned Aircraft System, except-

(a) where the operation has been approved by the Au(horityl or

(b) in the evcnt of an emcrgency.

31.(l) An Unmanned Aircraft System in all airspuce shall
operate in accordance with lhe Civil Aviation (Rules of the Air)
Regulations and a remote pilot shall marntain awarencss so as to sec
and avoid other aircraft and vehicles and shall yield the right- of-way to
all aircraft and vehicles.

(2) For the purposes of sub regulation (l), "yielding the right-of-
way" means that the Unmanned Aircraft System shall give way to the
manned aircraft or vchicle and may nol pass over. under. or ahead of it
unless wellclear.

(3) No person shall operate an Unmanned Aircraft System so
close to another aircraft as to crcate a collisron hazard.

32. A penon shall not conduct an Unmanned Aircraft System
flight-

(a) commencing at a place within Kenya and terminating at a
place outside Kenya withoul authorization from the State of
destination or any other Stale over whose airspace thc
Unmanned Aircraft System shall fly: or
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(b) commcnclng at a pldcc outsrde Kcnya and tcrmtnattng at e

placc wrthrn Kenya or ovcr-flytng (he Kenyan arrsp.ce
wrthoul du(ho zatron from lhc Aulhonty

33 (l) All Unmanncd Arrcrdfl Systcm flrghts tn controllcd
arrspace shall filc flrght plans

(2) Wr(houl prcJudrce to lhe Sencralrty of sub regulatron ( l), all
Unmanncd Arrcraft Systcm flrghts rn uncontrollcd atrspacc shall at all
trmcs comply wrth lhe apphcablc rulcs of thc arr

34 All Unmanncd Arrcraft System opcrators shall dcvclop and
lmplemenl cmcrScncy dnd cont,nScncy pr(xedurc\ acccptablc to thc
Aulhonty

35 (l) An Unmdnncd Arrcraft Systcm owncr or operator shall
cnsure that hc or shc h.ls comm{nd and control of thc Systcm at all
trmcs durrng the flrght

(2) Any Unmanncd Alrcr.rft System owner or opcrator who loses
command and control of hrs or hcr System shall rcpon to thc Aulhonty
rmmcdralcly

36 (l) An Unmanned Arrcraft Systcm prlot sh,rll ensurc tlrat Arr
Traffic Control (ATC) rs made aware of any opcrdlrons that shall take
pldce ln alcas whrch arc hkcly to affecl manncd and conlrollcd arr
trafllc

(2) Thc Arr Navrgatron Servrce Provrdcr (ANSP) shall c\tablsh
procedures. acccptJblc to thc Authonty. for lntcgrdlron of thc Systcm
opcftrtlon rnto lhe alrspace lo cnsurc dvratron safcty ,rnd such
proccdures shall rncludc communrcJtron dnd survcrllance dctectron

(3) Procedurcs rcfcrrcd to rn sub reguldlron (2) shall provrdc for
rcqurred lnformatron to bc passcd to Arr Traffic Control by thc Systcm
pllot before and dunng lhc Unmanncd Arrcrafl System opcratrons

3? Exccpt wlth the wnllcn peEnrsslon of thc owner or opcrator
of an aerodromc, lhc appropn.rtc Alr Navlga(lon Seryrcc Provldct and
approval from thc Authoflty, a pcrson shall not oper.rtc dn Unm,rnned
Alrcraft System-

(a) wlthrn tcn (10) hlometrcs of an dcrodromc from thc
acrodromc rcfcrcnce polnt for codc C, D, E nnd F
acrodromc\.

(b) wlthrn $cvcn (7) kllomelrcs o[ dn ac( romc from thc
acrodrome rcfcrcncc pornl for l()(lc A dnd B acrodromcs,

(c) on dppro.rch and take-offpaths.

(d) wrthln (hc vlcrnlty of navrgdlron alds,

(e) wlthrn thc derodromc traffic zone,.ud

(l) wlthrn lcrmrn.rl trafflc holdrng pdttcrns

38 (l) Thc Authonty shall upon approval of an Unmained
Arrcralt Systcm opratron .rt dn aerodrome-

Frl,nE olflr[ht
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(a) impose operating restrictions on the approval in the interest
of safety:

(b) publish details of the approval in the appropriate
Aeronautical Information Product;

(c) rEvokc or change the conditions that apply to such approval
and publish details of any revocation or change in
conditions ill the appropriate element of the Aeronautical
lnformation koduct.

(2) Thc Aeronautical Information Products referred to in sub
regulation ( I )(b) arc -

(a) Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP), including
Amendments and Supplements;

(b) Aeronautical Information Circulars (AIC):

(c) Aeronauticalchans:

(d) Notice to Airmen (NOTAM); and

(e) Digitaldata sets.

39. (l) An Unmanned Aircraft System owner or operator shall
establish a system of recordkeeping that allows adequate storage and
reliable traceability of all activities developed, covering at a
minimum-

(a) operator'sorganization:

(b) safety management systems;

(c) personnel training and competence verification:

(d) documentation of all management system key processes
and products:

(e) mainienance records; and

(f) security management records.

(2) A p€rson who deals in Unmanned Aircnft System or its
components shall keep records of all transactions involving the system
or any component thcreof.

(3) Records shall be stored in a manner that ensurcs protection
from damage, alteration and theft and shall comply with all data
protection laws of Kenya.

(4) Records identified in this regulation shall be current and have
sufficient details to determine whether the experience and qualification
re4uirements ar€ met for the purpose of the Unmanncd Aircraft System
opcrations.

(5) The Authority shall be entitled at any reasonable time to
insp€ct and lake copies of extracts from the rccords kept in accordance
wifi sub regulation ( I ).

40. (l) A person shall not operate, or caus€ to be operated or
commit any other person to opemte an Unmanned Aircraft System

Rccord k .pin8
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UAS therc rs rn forcc a mrnlmum rnsur.lncc polrcy rn rcspcct of thrrd
pany nsks

(2) The mrnrmum sum of lnsurance rn rcspcct of any Unmenned
Arrcraft Sy\tcm rnsurcd rn accordancc wlth sub rcSulatlon ( l) shall be

notrficd by lhc Authonty

(3) An operator of an Unmanned Arrcrlft Sys(cm shall makc
avarl.rblc thrrd party lrablllty rnsurancc ccrtrficdlc(s), rn thc authentrc
form, at thc lffatlon of thc Systcm oper,rlor's otrcratrondl managcmcnl
or any o(her Iocirtlon \pecliled by the Aulhonty

(4) Notwrthstandlng thc provrsrons of sub regulalron (l). thc
Aulhorrty may drspcn\e wlth thc rcqurrcmcn( for rnsurancc dcpcndrnS
on lhc catcgory of thc Unmanncd Arrcraft Systcm

4l (l) An Unmanncd Arrcraft Systcm opcrator or owncr rhall
nol use a System cqurppcd wlth an lmaglng Dcvtce to conduct
Survcrllance on or (akc an Inragc of a pcrson wlthoul that pcrson's
wnttcn conscnt

(2) An Unmanrrcd Alrcraft Sy\tem opcrator or owncr sh,rll not
use a System equlppcd wlth dn lmdgrng Devrcc to rccord an tmage of
pnv.ltely owncd or lcased rcal propcny or o[ thc owncr, tenant,
occupant, lnvltce, or hcenscc of such propeny wrth thc rntcnt to
conducl survcrllancc on thc rndrvrdual or propcny capturcd In thc
rmagc ln vmld(lon of such pc6on's rcaronablc cxpectdtron of pflvacy
wllhout hls or hcr w tlcn consenl

(3) For purposcs of sub regulatlon (2), a pcrson rs prcsumcd to
hdvc a reasonablc cxpcctatron of pnvlcy on hrs or hcr pnvatcly owncd
real propcny, lrcenscd or lc.lsed propcrty rf that person ls not
obscrvublc by penons localed at ground lcvel rn a place wherc they
havc a lcgal nght ro be

(.1) Notwrlhslandrng sub regula(lon (l)and (2). an Unmanned
Arrcraft Syslcm c<lurppcd wrth an lmaglnS dcvrce may wr(h the
approv,rl of thc Authorrty bc uscd for thc purposc of-

(a) mapprng dnd cvaluatrng thc eanh's surface, lncludrng
terr.!n and surf.rcc watcr bodrcs and othcr fcalurcs.

(b) lnvcstlgdtlon of foresls and foacst managcmenl,

(c) sc,rrch and rcscuc. or

(d) rnvcstrgatron of vegctatron or wrldhfc

(5) Wrlhout pr.Judrcc to sub rcgulalron ( l), thc owncr or opcrabr
of a System cqurppcd wrth an rmaglng devrcc shall comply wrth nny
othcr Iaw rcldlrng to protectlon of pnvacy or ddld

(6) An Unmdnncd Arrcraft Systcm opcrelor or owncr sh.rll not
opcralc thc Syslcm rn d manner that constr(utcs nursance to thc publc, a

person or to thc propeny of anothcr

42 (l) A pcnon shall not causc an obJcct (o bc droppcd or
drschargcd from an Unmanned Alrcraft System unlcss thc authonzatron
grantcd exprc\sly provrdcs for such dropprng or drscharSe
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(2) For purposes of this rcgulation, an object includes gascs,
liquids, solids, electromagnetic pulse or any other thing capable of
being dischalged or &opped from an Unmanned Aircraft System.

PART TV_ SECURMY

43. The holder of a Remote Aircraft Operators Cenificate issued
undcr these Regulations shall-

(a) conduct backgound checks on all personnel rccruited for
deployment, handing and storagc of any Unmanned
AiMaft System;

(b) conduct criminal record checks every 24 months on all
personnel employed in the deployment, handling, and
storage ofan Unmanned Aircraft System;

(c) storc an Unmanned Aircraft System lhat is not in use in a

secule malner to prcvent and detect unauthorized
interference or use:

(d) protect ar Unmanned Aircraft System from acts of
unlawful interfercncei

(e) store and prcparc for the flight of an Unmanned Aircraft
Syslem in a manner that will prevent and detect ts
tamp€ring:

(f) protect the integrity of vital systcms of an Unmanned
Aircraft System;

(g) designate a secudty coordinator rcsponsible for the
implementation, application and supervision of the security
contolsi and

(h) train all personnel employed in the deployment. handling,
and storage of an Unmanned Aircraft System as may be

sp€cified by the Authority.

.14. No Unmanned Aircraft System pilot or observer shall-

(a) consume alcohol less than 8 hours prior to reponing for
duty;

(b) commence a duty period while the concentration ofalcohol
in arry specimcn of blood taken from any pan of his or her
body is morc than 0.04 grams per 100 milliliters:

(c) consume alcohol or any psychoactive substance during the
duty period or whilst on standby for duty; or

(d) commence duty period while undcr the influence of alcohol
or any psychoactive substance having a narcotic effect.

45. (l) A Rcmotc Aircraft Op€rators Cenificate holder shall not
operate atl Unmanned Aircraft System without operator securiay
procedures approved by the Authority.

Sccunty of UAS

Consumption of

Scdrnty
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(2) An Unmanncd Arrcraft Sys(cm shall bc subject lo sccunty
rnspcctron at any trme dufln8 rts opcratlons by thc Aulho ly wrthout
pnor nolrfic.llron to the opcrator

(3) An Unm,rnned Arrcr.rft System operator shall-
(a) spccrfy lhe sccunly mcasures, pro.cdurcs and pmctlccs to

bc followed by lhe opcrd(or to protcct prlots dnd facrlrtrcs
from dcts of unlawful lnlerfcrence.

(b) carry out dnd malntaln sccunty nrcasurcs rncludrng
rdcntrficatlon dnd rcsoluhon of susplclous actlvlty that may
po\c a threat to crvll avlatlon-

(r) ,lt a remotc pllot sta(lon,

(ll) on a retnolc pllotcd drrcraft syslcm, and

(llr) any faclllly undcr tho con(rol of the rcmotc pllotcd
drrcr.lft sy\tcm operatrons

(4) Thc rpecrfic sccunty mcasurcs rcferrcd lo rn sub regulatron
(3X.r) shdll provrdc-

(a) lhat the prcmrscs used for preparrng, stonng, parklng
rncludrng rcmotc plloted alrcraft systcm ground statlon
shall bc securcd ar all tlmcs agalnst unauthorrzed acccss,

(h) for protcctron of crrtrcal rnformalron technology .rnd
communrca(ron syslcms uscd for opcrltrons pulposcs from
lntcrfcrcncc that may Jcopardrzc lhc secunly of crvll
avratron.

(c) for protcctron of flrght documcnts.

(d) that commcrcral opcrators rcquestrng to opcrate wrth a
c.rmcra shall bc requrrcd to rncludc detarls of thc camera
usagc rn the appllcallon for sccunly revrcw alrd aPprovfl,

(c) rcqulrcmcnts for checks and searchcs of speclfic areas and
acccssrble companmcnt\ of the ln(c or and extc or of an

Unm.rnned Arrcraft Systcm. and

(f) that pcrson\ engagcd rn rcmo(c pllo(cd arrcrdft syslem
opcr.rtrons arc \ubJcct to rccurrcnt background chccks and
sclcctlon proccdurcs and ,rrc adequntcly tralncd

46

(a)

An opcrator of an Unmanncd Arrcraft System shall-

be rcsponsrblc for the secunty of such systcm opcmtlons
lncludlng assoclated facllltrcs, personncl and cqurpmcnt,

ensure that the Unmanned Arrcraft Systcm or any
componcnt thercof lha( rs no longcr rn use rs complctely
drsablcd or destroycd to prcvcnr unauthonzcd u\c. and

comply wlth dny sccunty drrectrvcs or crrculars lssucd by
the Authon(y

An opcrator or owner of an Unmanned Arrcraft Systcm

SeLunty

(b)

(c)

4't
shrll -
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(a) have response procedures for operations pcnionnel for
threats and incidents involving Unmanned Aircraft System
operations; and

(b) ensure that rcports on acts of unlawful interfercnce are
promptly submitted to the Authority in accordance with the
Civil Aviation (Security) Regulations.

48. (l) Except as provided in regulation 49, no pcrson shall
interfere with duly authorized operation of an Unmanned Aircraft
System or intercept am Unmanned Aircraft System in any manner
whatsoever.

(2) Any person who unlawfully interfercs with duly authorized
operation of an Unmanned Aircraft System commits an offence and
shall be liable, upon conviction, to a fine not exceeding two million
shillings or to imprisonment for a (erm not exceeding three years, or to
both.

49. (l) Where the Au(hority has reason ro believe that an
unmanned aircraft is being operated in a manner-

(a) that contravenes any provision of these Regulationst

(b) that poses a serious and an lmminent risk to safety of thc
public: or

(c) that prejudices national security, the Authority may,
exercise all or any of the powers in sub rcgulation (2) in
relation to an Unmanned Aircraft System UAS for the
purpose of-

(i) preventing fu(her contravention of any provision of lhese
Regulutions;

(ii) preventing or stopping any actual or imminent
occuarence that endangers or threatcns (o endangcr
the safety of the public; or

(iii) safeguardinS national sccurily.

(2) For the purposes of sub regulation ( I ), lhe powers that may
be exercised by the Authority in relation to an Unmanncd Aircraft
System include the following-

(a) direct aiy penion whom the Authority reasonably believes
to be involved in the operation of an Unmanned Aircruft
System -
(i) to cnd the flight or land it, safely in thc fastest

practicable wayl or

(ii) to fly the aircraft in the manner specified by the
Authority;

(b) with such assistance and by such force as is necessary-

(iii) to assume control of the Unmanncd Aircraft Systcm
or fly it or to end the flight or land it safely in the
fastest practicable wayl or

UAS,
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(rv) ro cnd the fllghl rn thc fastesl and safcst practrcablc
way. or

(c) to confiscate the Unmanned Arrcraft Systcm and any
componen( thcreof or o(hcr thrng, that thc Autho ty
bclrcvcs on rcasonable grounds-

(v) to be cvldentul m.ltenal, or

(vl) nccd\ to be scrzed to prevcnl rls concealmcnt, loss or
dcsructron, or rts usc rn commrlllng. contlnulng or
rcpcdtlng an offencc undcr thc Act or these
Rcgularrons

(3) The powcrs granlcd to thc Aulhonly undcr sub rcSulatron (2)

may bc excrcrscd by thc nattonal sccurlly agcnclcs

PART V_ MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

50 (l) No mdllcr or actlon takcn by lhc Authorrry or by any

mcmber of staff or agcn( of thc Authon(y shall. rf thc mattcr or achon
taken wds rn good falth for lhc purposcs of pcrformrng the funclrons of
(hc Authonty undcr the Act or thcse rcgulatrons. rcnder thc Authorlty
or thc Pcr\on llablc for rny ,rctron. clalm or demand

(2) Any expnses lncurrcd or lo bc lncurrcd by any person
mcntloned rn subscctron ( l) ln dcfcndln8 an aclton, clalm or dcmdnd ln
any sur( brought dgalnrt that pcrson rn respcct of any act or omlsslon
donc or purponcd to bc done by thut pcrson undcr thcsc Rcgulatrons, or
on thc drrcctlon of thc Authonty. shall bc rcrmburscd or bomc by thc
Authonty unless the dct or omrssron was donc tn bad farth

5l ( I ) Any person who falls to comply wrth any dlrectlon glvcn
pursuant lo thesc Rcgulatrons by (he Aulhonty or by any authonzed
pcrson under any provr\ron of the Acl or thcse Rcgulatlons commlls an

offencc ancl shall be Lablc upon convrctron, to a 6nc not cxccedrng two
mrllron shrlhngs or to lmpnsonmcnl for a lcrm not cxcccdrn8 threa
ycars, or to bolh

(2) A person who contravcncs any provrsron spectfied as an "A"
provrslon rn lhc Thrrd Schcdulc to lhesc Rcgulatlons commrts dn

offcncc and rs hablc on convlctron to.l finc not c,rcccdtng onc mtllton
shrllngs for cach offence or to rmpflsonment for a term not excccdlng
onc ycdr, or lo bolh

(3) A pcrson who contravancs any provlsron spccrficd as a "B"
provlsron rn thc Thrrd Schedule to thcse Rcgulahons commlts dn

offencc and rs llable upon convlctlon to a finc not exccedlng two
mrlhon shllllngs for cach offcncc or to lmprlsonmcnt for a tcrm nol
cxcecdrng lhrec years. or to both

(4) If Jny provrsron of (hesc Reguletrons rs contravencd rn
rclalron to an Unmanned Alrcraft Sys(cm, the opcr.rror of that System
and (he pllot. cvcn rf lhc oprator or thc pllot ls nol thc pcrson who
contravcncd (hal provrsron shall, wlthout prcJudrcc to lhe lrabrllty of
any othcr penon undcr thcsc Rcgulatons for thal contr-aventron, bc
deemed to have contr.rvcncd lhat provlslon unlcss hc or she proves thal
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the contravention occufied without his or her consent or connivance
ard that he or she exercised all due diligence to prevent the
contravention.

(5) Any Unmanned AircIaft System operator who contravenes
thc provisions of thes€ Rcgulations and whos€ pcnahy has not been
specified in this Regulations commits ar offence and shall be liable
upon conviction, to a fine not cxcceding two million shillings or to
imprisonment for a tcrm not exce€ding thre€ yea$, or to both.

52. The Authority shall develop pamphlets and manuals to assist
owneN and operators in complying with these Regulations.

53. An owner of an Unmanoed Aircraft System already impoded
into Kenya at the commencement of these Regulations shall apply to
the Authority for registration within six months from the date of
commencement of these Rcgulations.

Prmphlcts.nd

Srvings and
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FIRST SCHEDULE

(r 5( I)(a).(b) &(c))

CATECORIZATION OF UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM OPERATIONS

Pan I - Category A Opcr,ltron\ (Low Rlsk)

I UAS rhJt wlll be operatcd wlthln vrsual llnc of sltc and al a maxrmum herght of
400 fecr abovc ground lcvcl dnd 50 metcrs lateral dlstancc from dny pcrsons,
bulldlng or object not assocralcd wllh thc operrlrons All opcratrons undcr thrs
cateSory shall bc .rpprovcd/authonzcd by the Authonly Such operatlons shall
only b. conducted wr(hrn Vrrual Lrnc-of-Stgh( (VLOS)

2 UAS opcrated rn thrs catcgory shall not bc morc than 25kg maxrmum take-off
mass toSelhcr wrlh J\\ocr,rtcd pdyloads

3 Such operatrons shall be conductcd wrthln segrcgated alrspaces and away from
.rny notr6cd prohlbrlcd, rcstnctcd or dan!,er area-s unless cxpressly authonzcd by
thc Authonty

4 UAS opcrators rn thls catcgory shall possess a ccrtrfica(e rssucd by the Authonty
pcrmrttrng lhcm lo conduct operatrons

Pan II - Catcgory B Opcratrons (Mcdrum Rrsk)

I UAS opcrdllon\ rn thls c.rtcgory shall bc op€rated wrthln vlsual hnc of srtc
(rncludlng extended vrsual lrnc of srtc) at all trmc and helghts abovc ground and
drstanccs from any persons, burldrngs or objccls nol assncratcd wrth thc
operdtrons as may be determlned by the Authonty All operatrons undcr thrs
catcgory shall bc approved/authonzed by the Aurhonty

2 UAS opcratcd undcr thrs category m.ry bc opcratcd rn non-scgrcSatcd alrspaces
but away from controllcd alrspaccs and shall have all such cqulpmcnt as

nccessary to ensurc thc safe and sccurc opcrauons

3 Opcratrons rn catcgory B shall bc conductcd.rway from any notrficd prohrbrted,
rcstnctcd or ddnger drcds unlc\\ cxprcssly duthonzcd by (hc Authonty

4 Pcrsonnel opcratrng UAS ln thrs catcgory shall be rn possessron of a vahd
hccnsc lssucd by thc Au(hoflly

P.rn III - Category C Opcratrons (Hrgh Rrsk4\4anned Avr.rlron Approach)

I UAS operatlons rn thls catcgory shall be conducted rn any alrspaccs not
classrficd rs prohrbr(cd, rcslflctcd or dangcr and shall be subJect to ATC
rnstnrc(rons and guldancc dnd at hcrEhts and l,lacral drstanccs from any persons.
burldrngs or obJccts ,rs prcscnbcd rn the Crvrl Avlatlon (Rules of lhe Arr)
Rcgulatrons All opcratrons under thrs catcgory shall bc approvcd or authonzed
by rhc Aurhonty

2 UAS opcrdtrons rn lhr\ category may bc conducted wrthln BVLOS provrded that
thc RPA hrs thc rcqurrcd capabllrtlcs and rs fitted wrth appropndtc cqurpment
and the pllot rs surtably qualrlicd and holds appropnatc ratlngs for such an
oparatlon

3 UAS rn op€ratcd rn thrs catcgory shall bc lssucd wlth a Cerlrficatc of
Arrwonhlncss by thc Autho ty bascd on the typc Ccnrllcate rssued by thc Statc
of deslgn/mdnufacture

4 Personnel opcratrng UAS rn thrs c.rtcgory shall bc rn poiscssron of a vahd
hccnsc rssucd by the Aulhonty and cndorsed wllh appropnatc ratlngs for thc
type of UAS
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SECOND SCHEDULE

(r 20(3))

LICENSINC OF RPAS PILOTS

Lrccnccs, Ccnrfi catron, Ratrngs and Authonzallons

Thc aurhonty may lssuc thc followrng Lccnccs, ratrngs, cenrficatron dnd .ruthonzatron\
undcr thcsc Rcgulatlons-

I RPAS Prlol llcencc-
(a) Studcnt Rcmole Prlot lrcencc. and

(b) Rcmotc Prlot Irccncc.

2 Ratrngs rssued

(a) Bcyond Vrsual Lrnc ofSrght (B-VLOS) Ratrng,

(b) Extended vrsual Lrnc ofSrght (E-VLOS), and

(c) Instructor Ratrng

3 Ccnrhcatc-
(a) RPA Obscrver Ccnrficrtc, dnd

(b) RPA Ccnrficate (for clas\ A oper.Illons)

Appllcatlon and lssue of rcmotc prlol lrccnccs rcqurrcments

I An applcant for Studcnt Remotc Prlot Lcence shall-
(a) bc at least crghtccn ycars of agc,

(b) be ablc to dcmonstrate lhc dbrhly to read, speak, wntc and undcr\tdnd the
Englrsh Idngudge. dnd

(c) be rn posscrsron of a vahd Class 3 Medrcal Cenrficatc r\\ucd under thc Crvrl
Avratron (Pcrsonncl Lrccnsrng) Regulatlons

2 A studcnt prlot shall pars lnowlcdgc tcsts,ls may be prcsc bcd by lhc Aulhonly

Studcnt Remotc Prlot Lrccncc Prrvrlcgcs and Llmrtatrons

A studcnt remotc pllot should not .rct Js solo rcmotc prlot of an RPA unlc\\

(a) he or she rs undcr lhc \upcrvrslon of, or wrth the authorrly of, rn rulhon/ed
RPAS ln\tructor. or

(b) rn casc of dn rntcmatronal RPA flrght, specral or gcncrdl .Ir,rngcmcnl hJvc
becn madc bctwecn (hc Mcmbcr Statcs conccmcd

Vahdrtt oJ lrcence

(a) for a holdcr who r\ lc\s lhan [o(y ycars of age. from lhc dntc lhc llcence Is

lssucd or rcnewcd by lhc authonly for a pcnod of the remnrndcr of lhc lwcn(y
four monlh\ vdlrdrly of thc holder's mcdrcal cer(lficd(c. or

(b) for a holdcr who rs fody years of age or more. from thc date thc lrcencc rs

lssued or rcnewcd by lhc duthoflty for a pcnod of (hc remarndcr o[ thc twclve
month\ vahdrty of thc holdcr's medrcal ccnrficate

3 An apphcant for Remote Pllot llccnce shall

(a) bc at Ieast erghtcen ycars o[ agc,
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(b) ablc to demonslra(c thc rbrlrty to rc,!d, speak, wntc dnd undcrs(and lhc
Englrsh Ianguagc.

(c) be rn pos\essron ol a vaLd Class 3 Medrcal Ccrtrficatc r\sucd under thc Ctvrl
Avlatlon (Pcrsonncl Llccn\rng) Rcgulatrons.

(d) reccrve an endorscmcnt for a knowlcdge test from an authonsed tns(ructor as
may bc prcscnbcd by thc Author(y. and

(c) comply wrth rcqurrcmcnls cstabhshed by lhe Authonty for thc catcgory and
ratrnS sought

Remote Ptlot Ltcence Prtvleges and ILmttottons

(a) no pcnon shall opcratc a remotely prloted arrcraft systcm. under Catcgory B
and C. for purposcs of flr8ht unlcss ftat person has a rcmote ptlot llcencc
wrlh d rcmolcly prlolcd.rlrcrafl ratrng lssucd pursudnt to thcsc Rcgulatron\,

(b) an applcatron should bc \ubmrllcd lo the llcenslng authonty ln a form and
manncr c\labll\hcd by lhc Aulhon(y

Valdty of lt(ence

(a) For a holdcr who r\ lcss lhan fony years of agc, from thc d,rtc thc hconcc r\
lssucd or rcncwcd by the Authonty for a penod of the remarndcr of thc
twenty four months valrdrty oI the holder's mcdlcal certlficdtc. or

(b) For a holder who rs fony ycars of age or more, from the ddtc thc llccncc ls
rssucd or rcncwcd by thc Authonty for a perrod of thc rcmalndcr of thc
twclvc months vdlrdrty of thc holdcr's medlcal certlfic,rtc

4 RPA Obscrvcr Cenrficalc-

An apphcant for Studcnl Rcmolc Prlot Lcence shall

(a) bc al least crShtccn ycars of a8c.

(b) ablc to demonstrdte the abrlrty to read, spcak, wnlc and undcrstand the
Englrsh languagc,

(c) demonstratc undcr\tand,ng of thc opcratrons lrmrtahons for the cdtcgory of
opcratrons. and

(d) be rn a physrcal and mcntal condltlon to safely drschargc the functton o[ an
observcr

An RPA Observcr Ccnrl'icdtc shdll be vdlrd for twcnty four months

5 Certrficatc.

RPA Cenlficate! shall bc rssucd by the operator and endorsed by thc Authonty
Applrcants for.r Ccnrfic.rtc shall-
(a) be ablc to dcmonslrale the abllrty to rcad, spcak, w tc and understand (hc

Englrsh languagc.

(b) be rn a physrcal dnd mcntdl condrtron to sdfcly fly a UAS. dnd

(c) dcmonstratc undcalandrng of the opcratrons Lmrratrons for Cetegory A
opcratrons

An RPA Ccnlficate \hall bc vald for twcnty four months
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THIRD SCHEDULE

(r 5l(2)&(3))

PENALTIES

Reg No htle
6 ELgrbrlrty to Ownershrp of UAS B

7 Impon and Expon of UAS B

8 Manufacture. Asscmbly and Testlng of UAS B

9 Regrstratron of UAS B

t2 Alrworthrncss of UAS

l3 Authonzatron of UAS oporatrons

20 Lrcence

2t Trarnrng

24 UAS operatrng hmrtatlons B

25 Rcportrng of UAS rncrdents and accldents

Prohrbrted operatlon of UAS B

2'7 CarflaSe of dangerous goods B

,e Operatrons rn congested arcas and crowds

3l Collrsron avordancc B

32 Intcmatronal UAS operatrons B

33 FrLng of flrght plans

35 Command and control

3',7 Operatlon ln thc vlcrnrty of aerodromes B

39 Record kceprng

40 Insurance

4l Pnvacy of persons and property B

42 Dlscharge or dropprng goods B

4A Interferencc of UAS operatrons B

Dated the 23rd March, 2020

JAMES MACHARIA.
Cabne t Sec retary Jor Tronspot t, I Oastructure,

Houstng, Urban Developnent and Publtc Works,

PRINTI]D {ND PUALISHBD BY THL CO!ERNMENT PiINTEi. NAtItOBI
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MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT, INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSING,
URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM TO THE CIVIL AVIATION
(UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS) REGULATIONS, 2O2O

Name of the statutory instrument : Kenya Gazette Supplement No. 34

Legislative Supplement No. 22

Legal Notice No. 42

Name of the Parent Act : The Civil Aviation Act (No. 2l of 2013)

Enacted Pursuant to : Section 82 of the Civil Aviation Act

(No.2l of 2013)

Name of the Ministry : Ministry of Ministry of Transport

Infrastructure, Housing, Urban

Development and Public Works

Gazetted on : 30'r' March, 2020

l. Purpose of the Statutory Instrument

The purpose of the instrument is to provide the regulatory framework to facilitate
the safe, secure, controlled and regulated operations of Unmanned Aircraft
Systems (UAS) in the country. It defines the prerequisite acquisition, registration,

operation and the security requirements that must be adhered to prior to
authorization being granted to own and/or operate UAS.

1



2. Legislative Context

The operations of Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS), even though not old in civil
aviation industry, have developed rapidly in recent years despite the absence of
harmonized universal regulatory framework. The Intemational Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) published a manual in 2015 (ICAO Doc. 10019) which
contains broad guidelines for Contracting States to develop rules and procedures

for the management of drones. Kenya as a signatory of the Chicago Convention

and a member of ICAO has undertaken to comply with guidance provided by

ICAO in Doc. 10019 and Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs)

contained in Annex 2 (Rules of the Air) to develop regulations for the operations

of UAS pending the formulation of universal SARPs by ICAO.

3. Policy Background

The Civil Aviation Act "provides for control, regulation and orderly development

of civil aviation in Kenya". The Act establishes the Kenya Civil Aviation
Authority (KCAA) whose object and purpose is to economically and efficiently
plan, develop and manage civil aviation.

UAS are a new component of the global aviation system. Kenya is working
towards integrating UAS into its civil aviation regulatory framework. It is Kenya's
policy to promote and facilitate civil aviation activities involving UAS by ensuring
provision of effective regulatory controls of their operations. The Policy objective

therefore is to provide a regulatory framework to support the operations of UAS
throughout the country in a safe, secure, harmonized, and seamless manner

comparable to that of manned operations.

The following subjects are not within the scope of the current UAS Policy:

a) State aircraft;
b) Unmanned free balloons or airships ;

In the interest of national security and aviation safety, it is the policy of the
Govemment of Kenya (GoK) that:
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a) All persons, institutions or entities intending to import, test, operate, procure,

manufacture or assemble, UAS shall apply for authorization from the
KCAA. The authorization shall be subject to necessary security clearance by
relevant security agencies and approval by the Ministry of Defense.

b) Any approval granted to import, test, operate, procure, manufacture or
assemble UAS shall be subject to cancellation in the interest of national
security and,/or aviation safety

c) UAS shall be operated in such a manner as to minimize hazards to persons,

property or other aircraft and in accordance with the conditions specified by
the Authority from time to time.

d) No person shall operate a UAS unless it has been registered in accordance
with the Civil Aviation Act and any regulations made there under.

e) UAS operations shall not be in close proximity to danger areas, prohibited
areas, protected areas and restricted areas as defined in national legislation.

f) No Kenyan registered, UAS shall be flown over the territory of any other
State without special authorization by that State.

g) The transfer, deregistration and disposal of UAS shall be in accordance with
the Civil Aviation Act and any regulations made there under.

h) No Kenyan registered UAS shall be taken out of Kenya without
authorization by KCAA.

i) An UAS must have adequate security to protect the system from
unauthorized modification, interference, corruption or control/command
action.

j) UAS shall be operated in accordance with the rules goveming the flight of
manned aircraft and meet equipment requirements applicable to the class of
airspace within which they intend to operate except where KCAA shall
provide otherwise.

k) KCAA may declare any other area(s) within which operation of UAS are

restricted or prohibited.
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l) Any person manning/controlling UAS operations must undergo training as

prescribed by KCAA and be familiar with the relevant rules and procedures

applicable within any airspace(s) through which the aircraft may be flown.

m)The flight of UAS in airspace(s) open to other civil aircraft shall be so

controlled as to obviate danger to civil aircraft in accordance with Civil
Aviation (Rules of the Air) Regulations.

n) Any UAS outside Kenyan segregated areas will not increase the risk to
existing users and will not deny airspace to them.

o) UAS for Commercial operations shall be subject to Civil Aviation (Safety

Management) Regulations.

p) Every UAS shall be insured, as a minimum against third party risk.

q) UAS shall not be operated in such a manner as to infringe on the privacy of
individuals or entities.

r) Any authorization granted for operation of UAS may be withdrawn or
cancelled in the interest of national security and/or aviation safety.

4. Consultation Outcome

Consultative meetings were held with stakeholders as follows:

a) Public Stakeholders Consultative Meeting on Draft UAS Regulations - 21

May,2019.
b) Committee on Delegated Legislation on Draft UAS Regulations - 26 July,

2019.

c) Committee on Delegated Legislation on Draft UAS Regulations - 29'h

February to 3'd March, 2020.

The list of attendees and the repon of the consultations is attached as Appendix 1.

5. Impact

This Statutory Instrument is aimed at facilitating and enhancing efficiency in such

critical applications as: provision of Emergency health services; filming industry;

power line or pipeline inspection; News gathering by media houses; Mapping and
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surveying; Aerial photography; Wildlife conservation and management; Security;

and Agricultural sector (crop dusting and monitoring).

The above list is not exhaustive as the continued use of UAS will result in other

forms of exploitation. These fbrms of exploitation of UAS have an added

advantage of minimizing business operating costs hence facilitating economic
growth.

6. Monitoring and review

KCAA intends to closely monitoring implementation and has identified areas and

events that may warrant review i.e.

s) Upon receipt and assessment of amendments to relevant ICAO Annexes and

associated Procedures for Air Navigation Services (PANS ) that necessitate a

change of the UAS Regulations;
t) Upon amendment to Civil Aviation Act that necessitates amendment to the

UAS Regulations;
u) Upon receipt of request/infbrmation from stakeholders regarding the

application and/or implementation of the UAS Regulation that promote safe

and secure aviation operations:
v) Significant change in the size and complexity of the aviation system in

Kenya;
w) Change in technology that warrant to review of the UAS Regulation; and

x) Review for purposes of enhancing efficiency of the security and safety

oversight system.

7. Contact

The contact person at Kenya Civil Aviation Authority is the Director General,

Capt. Gilbert M. Kibe rnk ibe' r)kcaa.or.ke who may be contacted in case of any

questions or clarifi cations.

--Solomon Kitungu
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY
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SPECIAL ISSUE

Kenya Gazette Supplement No. 33

(kgislative Supplemen No.2l )

LEGAL NorrcE No. 39

THE PUBLIC ORDER ACT

531

3Uh March,2020

(Cap. 56)

THE PUBLIC OR.DER (STATE CURFEW) VARIATION ORDER,T
2020

IN EXERCISE of the powers confened by section 8(5) of the
Public Ordcr Ac! the Cabinet Secrctary for Interior and Co-ordination
of National Govcmmcnt makes the following Ordu-
THE PUBLIC ORDER (STATE CURFEW) ORDE& 2O2O

l. This Ordcr may be cited as the Public Ordcr (Statc Curfcw) ciretion.
Variation Ord€r, 2020.

2. The Public Order (State Curfew) Ordcr is varied as follows: Applicrrion.

(a) Adding the following ncw paragraph immcdiatcly aftcr
Paragraph 3:

"Paragraph 4A: Tofaciliaa compliance with lhe Oder,
all employers shall ensure ,hal ,heir
std*ho are not designated as c lical
or essenlial services providers leove the
worlqlace no ldkr than 4:00 O'cluk in
the aJlemoon. "

Dated the 30th March, 2020.

FRED MATIANG'I,
Cabinet Secretary for lntcrior and

Co-ordination of Nation^l Governnvnt .

PRINTED AND PUBUSIIED BY THE OOVERNMEDTT PRINTER, NAIROBI


