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THE CIVIL AVIATION ACT

(No.2l of20t3)
IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred by section 82 of the Civil

Aviation Act,2013, the Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrasrructure,
Housing and Urban Development makes the following Regulations:-

THE CIVIL AVIATION (REMOTE PILOTED AIRCRAFT
SYSTEMS) REGULATIONS, 20 I 7

PART I-PRELIMINARY
l. These Regulations may be cited as the Civil Aviation (Remote

Piloted Aircraft Systems) Regulations,20 17.

2. In these Regulations, unlcss the context otherwise requires-

"accident" mcans an occurrcnce associated with thc operation ol'
remotely piloted aircraft system which takes place between the time
such aircraft is ready to move with the purposc of f,light until such time
as it comes to rest at the end of the flight and the primary propulsion
system is shut down, in which -

(a) a person is fatally or seriously injured as a result of-
(i) being in the aircraft; or

(ii) direct contact with any part of the aircraft, including parts
which have become detached from the aircraft;

(b) the aircraft sustains damage or structural failure which-
(i) adversely affects the structural strength, performancc or

flight characteristics of the aircrati; and

(ii) would normally require major rcpair or replacement of
the afl'ected component, except for engine failure or
damage, when the damage is limited to a single engine
(including its cowlings or accessories), to propellers,
wing tips, antennas, probes, vanes, tires, wheels, fairings,
panels, landing gear doors, the aircraft skin (such as small
dents or puncture holes), or for minor damages to main
rotor blades, tail rotor blades, landing gear, and those
resulting from hail or bird strike (including holes in the
radome); or

(c) the aircraft is missing or is cornpletely inaccessible;

"aerodrome" means any defined area on land or on water,
including any building, installation or equipmcnt therein, used or
intended to be used either wholly or in part for the arrival, departure
and surface movement of aircrafi, and includes any such area as the
Cabinet Secretary rnay by notice in the Gazettc declare to be an
aerodrome;

"Airborne Collision Avoidance System (ACAS)" lneans an
aircraft system based on Secondary Survcillance Radar (SSR)
transponder signals which operates independently of ground-based
equipment to provide advice to the pilot on potential conflicting aircraft
that are equipped with SSR transponders;

Citation
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"RPAScategory"meansclassificationofRPASinaccordance
with specifications in these Regulations;

"air traffic" means all aircraft in flight or operating on the

maneuvering area of an aerodrome,

"Authority" means the Kenya Civil Aviation Authority;

"Automatic Dependent Surveillance- Broadcast (ADS-B)"

refers to means by which aircraft, aerodrome vehicles and other objects

can automatically transmit or receive data such as identification,

position and additional data, as appropriate, in a broadcast mode via a

data link;
..CommandandControl(C2)link',meansthedatalinkbetween

the remote piloted aircraft and the remote pilot station for the purposes

of managing the flight;
..continuingairworthiness,'meansthesetofprocessesbywhich

an aircraft, 
"ngin", 

propeller or part complies with the applicable

airworthiness iequirements and remains in a condition for safe

operation throughout its operating life;
,,controlled airspace" means an airspace of defined dimensions

within which air traffic control service is provided in accordance with

the airspace classification ;

..detect and avoid'' means the capability to See, sense or detect

conflicting traffic or other hazards and take the appropriate action;

..flightplan''meansspecifiedinforrnationprovidedtoairtraffic

services rinits, relative to an intended flight or portion of a flight of an

aircraft;
..humanperformance''meanshumancapabilitiesandlimitations

which have an impact on the safety and efficiency of aeronautical

operations;

"incident" means an occurrence, other than an accident'

associated with the operation of an aircraft which affects or could

affect the safety of oPeration:

..maintenance', meanS the performance of tasks required to ensure

the continuing airworthiness of an aircraft, including any one or

combination of overhaul, inspection, replacement, defect rectification

and the embodiment of a modification or repair;

"operational control" means thc exercise of authority over the

initiation, continuation, diversion or telnination of a flight in thc

interest of the saf'ety of the aircraft and the regularity and efficiency of
the flight;

"operations manual" means a manual containing procedures,

instructions ancl guidancc lb; usc by gpcrational pcrsorrnel i1 thc

exccutiotr ttf their dtrties;

"re'nrote pil0l station" tricarts tlte conlpollent o1'thc rclnotc pilotccl

aircrllt systeln contairtittg thc ccluiprricllt Llsc(l to pilot tllc rclllotcl

pikrtcd aircraft;
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4"Remote pilotecl Aircraft (RpA)" rneans a, urrnanned aircraftrvhich is pilotecl ll.om a rentotc pilot station;

"llernote piroted A ircra't Systcnr (RpAS)" means a remotepiloted aircraf't, its as_sociated. ,.nrut" pitt station(s), the requireclcomrnand and cont'or links and any other components as specified inthe type clesign;

"liPA observer,, means a trained a,cl cotnpetent persondcsignatcd by, the operator who, by visual <lbservatio. ol.the ,",ro,.piloted .ircraft. assisrs trre rernote pitot in the sa|e conductoiirr" ti,grrr,

, "RPAS Ope rator Cerrificate (ROC),, means a certificateauthorizing an operator to carry out specifiej RpAS operations;
"Sai'ety" means the state in which risks associated with aviationactivities, related to, or in direct support of the operation of aircraft, arerecluced and controlled to an accepfable lerel;
"Safety Managentent System (SMS),, tneans systematic approachto managing saf'ety, incrucring the necessary organization,r structures,accountabilities, policies and proccdures;

"toy" means a rem.tery piroted aircraft systeln that is less than 2kilograrns gloss weight. not powered by any firel systern, r"i .^p.Uf"of carrying. arry payloacl, not fittecl witli a camer.ti and is operated at amaximum height of 50 f'eet above grouncl level, a,raxirnum l.teralclistance of 50 metres fi'om the up"rlto. and a maximurn speed of r0knots:

"type certificate" means docu,rent issued by a contr.acting Stateto define the design of an ai.c.al't type a,cl to certify that this ?;l;,,
mects the appropriate airworthiness rcquirenrents of that State;

"unmanncd fiee 
.balloon,, rneans non_p<lwer_clrivcn, u,mannecl,

lighter-than-air aircraft in li.ee flight;
"Visual Line-of-Sight (VLOS) operatio,,, mcans an operation in

"vhich 
the.remote pirot or RpA observei mairtains direct unaided visu^l

contact lvith the remote piloted aircraft; and
"Visual Meteorological Conclitions (VMC),, meansrncteorological condirions expressed in rerrns of visibirity, ,li;;;ii;.fronr cloud, and ceili,g, equal io or better than specificd ,.rirrinra.
3. (l) These Ilcgulations shall apply to any person who imports,tests, operates' procures, assenrbrcs,'rnanufacturcs ur maintains rrrernotely piloted aircr.aft. sy.stem registcred in Kcnya *f-,"r"u",: it"ymay be and any other.such aircratj opcratirrg in Kcnya.
(2) Nrltrvithstanding p:r.ag.aph 1 r) ab.vc. these Rcgulatiorrs

shall not apply to-
(a) State aircraft:

(b) r,rnntanned f rec balloons or airships;
(c) operation of toys:

Provided that no toy shall be opcratecl within an aerodrorne
ancl n.t less than 500 metrcs {i'orn the zre.odrornc b.u.crarie.s. in or

Applicatron
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around strategic installations, radar sites, high tension cables and

communication mastr, prisons, police stations, courts of law and scenes

of crime.

PART II _ CLASSIFICATION AND REGISTRATION OF

REMOTE PILOTED AIRCRAFT (RPAS)

4. Rernote piloted aircraft systems shall be classified and

categorized by weight and use as set out in the Table below:

5.(l)Apersonshallbeeligibletoownaremotepilotedaircraft
system if that person is -

(a) a Kenyan citizen or resident in Kenya of minimum age of
eighteen years;

(b) a company registered in Kenya; or

(c) the national government or a county government'

(2) Change of ownership of a remote piloted aircraft system shall

Ue noiifieA to the Authority in writing within seven days follorving

such change.

(3) A person shall not own, register ol' operate remote piloted

aircraft system with mititary specifications.

6. (l) A person shall not import a remote piloted aircrarft system

n. n .n*p,rr"ni thereof '"vithout a permit issued by the Authority'

(2) Befbrc issuing a perrnit refbrred to ttn(ler paragraplt (l) above'

thc z\uttiority shall seek atici ,rbtain thc necessziry security clearance by

Ctassification of
RPAS
equipment.

Eligibility to

ownership of
RPAS,

Irnport and exPort
of RPAS.

Cat A:
Utilized for
recreational
and sports
purposes only

Cat B:
Utilized for
private activities
excludittg
recreational and

sports purposes.

eat C:
Utilized for
commercial
activities.

Class l:
0 - 5kgs
(Including anY

payload carried
by the RPAS)

1A IB 1C

Class 2:
5 - 25kgs
(Including any
payload carried
by the RPAS)

2A 2B 2C

Class 3:
25kgs and above
(Including any
payload carried
by the RPAS)

3A 3B 3C
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the relevant security agencies ard approval by the Ministry for the timebeing responsible for matters relating to del.ence.

(3) A person who intends to export a Kenyan registered remotepiloted aircraft system shall notify t'he Authoiity i, *ritrg 
"r"a

obtain a deregistration certificate.
(4) Any person wfro.c911rav.9nes rhe provisions of rhis regulation

conrmits an .ffence and shail be riable, upon conviction, to a Tine notexceeding trvo miilion shilrings or to imprisorlnlent ro, " t".m,rot
exceeding six nronths, or to both.

(5) Notrvithstanding the provisions of paragraph (4), theAuthority may confiscate iny imported remore pit,cteciaiicrari ,yrt",.,r a component thereof beronging to a person rvho contravenes theprovisions of this regulation.

7 (l) Any perso-n intencling to manufacture, assemble or test aremotely piloted aircraft system oi a component thereof stralf appfy forauthorization from the Authority subject to necessary security
clearance by relevant secr.rrity ng"nii"r.

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of paragraph (l)commits an offe,ce and shail be riabre, upon conviction'to u=tin. notcxceeding two milrion shiilings or to irnprisonment for a term notexceeding six months, or to both.

(1) An operator or owner of a remote piloted aircraft systemshall register that remote piroted aircrafi system with the Authority-

lzl Before registering the remote piroted aircraft system referredto under paragraph (l) above, the Authority shall seek and obtain thenecessary security clearance by the rerevant security agencies andapproval by the Ministry fbr the time being ,"sponribl"-for matters
relating to defence.

(3) The Authority shail establish and implement a system fbrregistration, identification of remote piloted airciaft system 'rn r".ryu
and the display thereof.

.. (4) Any modification to the specifications of registered renlotepiloted aircraft system shail be subject ro approvar by thE Authorit. 
"*

(5) Any person who contravenes the provisions of paragraphs (l)
and (4) above commits an offence and shail be riable uion c'onvicti,ri
to a fine not exceeding two rnilrion srrilrings or to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding six months, or to both.

9. (l) The Authority rnay dc-register or cancel the registration of
a remote piloted aircraft system _

(a) upon application of the remote pilotea aircraft system ow,er
for purposes of registering the remote piloted aiicraft ,yrr"n-r
in another State; or

(b) upon destruction of the .emote pirotecl aircraft system or its
permanent withdrawal from use; or

(c) in the interest of national secur.ity.

Manulhcturc.
assembly and
testing.

Registration of
ronrote piloted
aircralt system.

De-rogistration ol'
remote piloted
aircrafi systetn .
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10. (l) A remote piloted aircraft system owner or operator shall

ensure that all its components are in working order and in accordance

with the manufacturers' user manual.

(2) The Authority may require a remote piloted aircraft system of
a certain Class and Category with a type certificate to obtain a

certificate of airworthiness.

PART III_OPERATION OF REMOTE PILOTED AIRCRAFT
SYSTEM

ll. (l) The remote piloted aircraft system owner or operator

shall-
(a) be responsible for the safe conduct of its operations;

(b) comply with all requirements established by the Authority

regarding its oPeration;

(c) be responsible for contracted services from providers

including communications service providers, as necessary'

to carry out its oPerations;

(d) responsible for operational control of the aircraffi and

(e) ensure that it is registered in accordance with the provisions

of these Regulations.

(2) Unless otherwise specified by the Authority the request.for

authorization for operation of the remote piloted aircraft system shall

include the following-
(a) name and contact information of the operator;

(b) remote piloted aircraft system characteristics (type of
aircraft, maximum certificated take-off mass, number of
engines and wing sPan);

(c) copy ofcertificate of registration;

(d) aircraft identification to be used in radiotelephony, if
applicable;

(e) copy of the certificate of airworthiness;

(0 copy of the remote piloted aircraft system operator

certificate;

(g) copy of the remote pilot(s) licence;

(h) copy of the aircraft radio station licence, if applicable;

(i) description of the intended operation, to include type of
operation or purpose), flight rules, visual line-of'-sight (VloS)

operation if applicable, date of intended fligh(s), point of
departure, destination, cruising specd(s), cruising level(s),

route to be followed, duration or frequency of flight;

C) take-off and landing requirements;

(l<) rcrnote piloted aircraft system pertilrmance characteristics,

irrcludirtg -

Airworthiness of
remote piloted
aircraft system.

General
obligation of
a remote piloted
aircraft system

owner or
operator.
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(i) operaring speeds;

(ii) typical and maximum climb rates;

(iii) typical and maximum descent rates:

(iv) typical and maximum turn rates;
(v) other relevant performance data including rimitations

regarding wind, icing and precipitation; and
(vi) maximum aircraft endurance;

(l) communications, navigation and surveillance capabilities;
(m) aeronautical safety communications frequencies equipment,

including-
(i) ATC communications, including any alternate means of

communication;

(ii) command and conrrol links (C2) including
performance parameters and designated operational
coverage area;

(iii) communications between remote pilot and Remotepiloted Aircraft (RpA);
(iv) Remote Piloted Aircraft observer, if applicable;
(v) navigation equipment; and

(vi) surveillance equipment, including SSR transponder and
Automatic Dependent Surveillance_Broadiast (ADS_
B);

(n) detect and avoid capabilities;
(o) emergency procedures, including_

(i) communications failure with Air Traffic Control
(ATC);

(ii) C2 faiture;

(iii) remote pilot or remote piloted aircraft observer
communications failure, if applicable;

(iv) number and location of remote pilot stations as well as
handover procedures between remote pilot stations, if
applicable;

(v) document attesting noise certification, if applicable;
(vi) confirmation of compliance with the Civil

Aviation (Security) Regulations;
(vii) payload information or dcscription; and
(viii) proof of adequate insurance coverage.

(3) Where documents identified in paragraph (2) above are issued
in a language other than English, the remote pifoiea aircraft system
operator shall ensure that an English translation is included.

(4) A remote piloted aircraft system shall meet the performance
and equipment ca*iage requirements for the specific airspace in wtrictr
the flight is to operate.
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Authorization of
remote Piloted
aircraft sYstem

operations.

Prohibited
operation of
remote piloted
aircraft system.

(5) Any person who contravenes the provisions of paragraphs

( I Xb) or (2) of this ."g,i"ii"" ""mmits 
an olfence and shall be liable

;il;';";;tion to u"fi* not exceeding one million shillings or to

l,ipiiron,r,.nt for a term not exceeding six months' or to both'

12. (l) A person shall not operate a remote piloted aircraft system

in Kenya *i,t ou, authorization from the Authority'

(2) Remote piloted aircraft system operators shall be authorized

in u""ordur"" with the category of use' for purposes of-

(a) recreation and sports which sh.all,be through regi-stered 
-clubs

established in ui"otaun"e with the provisions of Part IV of

these Regulations;

(b) private use with authorization granted to the operator

directly Uy ttre eutnotity in accordance with the provisions

of Part V of these Regulations;

(c) commercial use where authorization shall be issued in

accordance *ltf' the provisions of Part VI of these

Regulations.

(3) The Authority may grant' upon application' 
. 
a temporary

p"rrit'to a person inteniing to operate a remote piloted aircraft system

not registerea in x"nia iJr a pe.ioa of thirty (30) days renewable

ont"' 
,0, An application referred. to. u1de1. p*"f:ipl-.131-::*"

resulation shall be .rii,'it*a 
'o 

the Authority online and processed

wi"thin fourteen ( l4) days upon receipt'

13. (1) A person shall not operate a remote piloted aircraft system

in a negligent or reckless manner'

(2) For the purposes ofparagraph (l) above' a person operates a

remot;;iio;a aiicrari 'y't"t 
inl ;negligent" or "reckless" manner

where that Person -
(a) in the cause of operation' endangers other aircraft' persons or

property;

(b) operates in or around a prohibited or a restricted area' the
' ' 

particulars of which have been duly published. in the Kenya

Aeronauticii iniot*ution Publicitircn (AIP)' except in

accordance with the conditions of the restrictions or by

permission granted by the Authority; or

(c) operates in or around strategic installations' radar sites' high

tension cables and communication masts' prisorls' police

stations, courts of law, scenes of crime' except in accordance

with the conditions of the restrictions or by permission

granted bY the AuthoritY'

(3) Any person who contravenes the prtlvisions of this regulation

commitsanoff'enceundrt.,otlbeliableuponconvictiontoafincnot
;;;;;Ji;g one million shiltings or to imprisorrment for a tcrm not

cxceccling six months, or to both'
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, .14. (l) A person shall not take on board or cause to be taken on
?o,Td 

u.r-emote piloted aircraft system o, a"tir". or cause to bedelivered for loading thereon any goods *t,i.t ,tu, person knows orhas reasonable cause to know to b" iunge.ou.'gooOr.

.(2) For the purposes of paragraph (l) above, ,,dangerous 
goods,,includes -

(a) chemical and biological substances;

(b) nuclear material;

(c) explosives;

(d) arms, ammunition and munitions of war;
(e) corrosive substances;

(0 radioactiveelements;

(g) volatile liquids;

(h) hiehly flammable liquids;
(i) aerosol sprays;

0) any such materials or substances that may from time to time
be so classified by the Authority as dangerous goods.

15. (l) A person shall not operate a remote piloted aircraftsystem -

Carriage of
dangerous goods.

Remote piloted
aircraft system
operating
limitations.(a) at above 400 feet Above Ground trvel (AGL) and within

50 meters o.f any person, vesser, vehicre or structure which isnot under the control of the person in charge of the remote
piloted aircraft system;

(b) in conditions other than
Conditions (VMC);

Visual Meteorological

(c) at night, unless.specifically cleared by the Authority on a
case by case basis;

(d) fittea with cameras or imaging devices at heights or lateral
distances where such .ur".ri or imaging a""ri"., 

"ffi."information, pictures or videos extenAlng beyond. theprescribed area of approved operation.

(2) Notwithsranding_rhe provisions of paragraph (l)(b) above,

:,T:::::: .11 
privare and commercial categbri.i oi ."rot" p,l",.iarrcrart system rnav be conducted at such higher heights and'rateraldistances as the Au;horrty may approve.

. l6' (1) A perso, shalr not operatc a remote piloted aircraft systemat lateral distance of less than j0 metres i.orn uny person, buildingstructure, vehicle, vessel or animal not associatea ri,itir ttr" opeiaiffiof remote pilotecl aircraft system unt"r, uuito.:;)eoay the Authority.

, (2) subject to paragraph (1) above, verticar limits shall be no lessabove ground lever ttran too i"", 
"^""pi'*h"n p."r".iu"J ty 

^irr"

Authority.

Operations in
congested arcas
and crowds.

I



17. (l) All remote piloted aircraft :ytl"Tt in controlled airspace

shall operate in ucco.aan'c" witi' ttre Civii Aviation (Rules of the Air)

Regulations and a remote pilot shall loi:t1in 
awareness so as to see

and avoid other aircraft lniueni"tes and shall yietd the right- of-way to

all aircrafts and vehicles'

(2) For the purposes of paragraph (l)' "yielding the right-of-way"

means that rhe remote pii"i"j 
^irJ."it 

shall giu" *uy ro the aircrafr or

vehicle and may no, puit ou"t, under' or ahead of it unless well clear'

(3) No person sha[[ operate a remote piloted aircraft system so

ctose to anott',Lr aircraft as to create a collision hazard'

18. Remote piloted aircraft system pilots or instructors for

commercial operations shatt Ue certifiea by the Authority in accordance

with the requirements"" tp*ifi"a in the First Schedule to these

Regulations'

19. Remote piloted aircraft system operator shall ensure that all

incidents and accident'-in'otuing such a system are reported to the

Authority in accordanl" ;ith ifr" prouisions of the Civil Aviation

(Safety Management) Regulations'

20. (l) A person shall not conduct a remote piloted aircraft

system flight-

(a) commencing at a place within .Kenya 
and terminatilq ot o

place outsi?" *iit'out authorization from the State of

destination ot uny other State over whose airspace the

remote piloted aircraft system shall fly; or

(b) commencing at a place outsideS?nF and,terminatli-i:'"
'-' piu"" wittrii fenya or over- .flying 

the Kenyan arrspace

without authorization from the Authority'

21. Notwithstanding the provisions of regulation l2' the

Authority may, in tr.r"'intJt"ti of safety and national security' cancel'

suspend or vary uny ouiftoti'ution grantld uncler these Regulations'

22. (l) All Remote piloted aircraft systems flights in con113,llea

airspace shall file fli;;;;ilt "t 
provided for under the Aeronautical

Information Publication ( AIP)'

(2) Without prejuilice to the generatity of paragraph ( I ) above' all

rernote piloted uit"iufi systems flights in uncontrolled air space

operating below or within 5 kilornetres out of launch area shalI notify

the nearest ei. fraflit--Control (ATC) and shall comply rvith any

clirections or tlrders issued by ATC'

23'Allrem()tepiloteclaircraftSystenls()pel.atol.sshalldevelop
and inrplemen, ",r",gin"y 

and contingency procedures acccptablc to

thc AuthoritY.

24. (l) A t'ctnotc llikrtect tilcral't systcm o\'vncr or tlllerator shall

cllSl.tfc tlrat hc or sltc Iti.,..,,rl,r.,u..,tI tlr ctltltl.tll tll.tlrc rcttrtltc pilrltecl

ailcral't svstclli at alI tinres cltrring thc l'ligtlt'
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(2) Any remote piloted- aircraft system owner or operator wholoses comr,and or control of his or h", .",,ot" p,oted aircraft systernshall report to the Authority immediately.
25. (l) A remote piloted aircraft system pirot sha, ensure thatAir Traffic Control (ATC) is made aware"of any operationr-ti-,ot ,r,urrtake place in areas which are likery to affect manned and controred airtraffic.

(2) The Air Navigation Service provider (ANS,) sha, estabrishprocedures, acceptabre to the Authority, fbr int"g.utron-oil"n.,o,"
piloted aircraft system operation into the'airspace to ensure aviationsafety and such p.ocedu.", shall include communication andsurveillance detection.

(3) Procedures.referred to in paragraph (2) above shalr providefor required information to be passed to 
"Rii r.rrh. cont-i uy".-#ot"piloted aircraft system pilot before and during remote piroted aircraftsystem operations.

26. Except with written permission of the owner or operator ofan aerodrome, the appropriate Air Navigation Service p.Juia"r'ana
approval from the Autnority, u p".ron l-f,ull not operate a remotepiloted aircraft system _

(a) within ten (10) kilometres of an aerodrome from theaerodrome reference point for code C, D, E and Faerodromcs;

(b) within seven (7) kirometres of an aerodrome from theaerodrome reference point for code A and B aerodro_"r, 
"

(c) on approach and take_offpaths;
(d) within the vicinity of navigation aids;
(e) within the aerodrome traffic zone; and
(0 within terminal traffic holding patterns.
27. The Auth<lrity may upon approval of remote piloted aircraftsystem operation at an aerodrome_

(a) impose operating restrictions on the approval in the interest
of safety;

(b) publish detairs.of the approvar in the appropriate element of
the Inregrated Aeronautiial Informatiori irrUlirutlon iiA#j;

(c) revoke or change the conditions that apply to such approval
and publish details of any revocation oi tt ung" in conaltions
in the appropriate element of the IAIp.

PART IV_RECREATIONAL AND SPORTS OPERATION OF
REMOTE PILOTED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM

. 28' (l) Remote p,oted aircraft system operations for recreationand sports purposes shall be conductei within registered clubs whichare_approved by the Authority in accordance with [e guiaeline;,;;;
in the second Schedure of thesc negutations ano su"h recognition sha,be valid for twelve months.

Air Traflic
Control (ATC)
communication

Operation in the
vicinity of
aerodromes.

Operations at an
aerodronre.

Recreational and
sports operations
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(2) The Authority shall develop a system for approval of clubs
including requirements for composition, documentation and club rules

and regulations.

(3) The clubs provided for under paragraph (l) above shall
provide the Authority with details of their operation areas and times for
approval.

(4) The Authority shall segregate and notify through the

applicable element of the Integrated Aeronautical Information
Publication (IAIP) of such airspaces designated for use by remote
piloted aircraft system operators, including limitations that may apply.

29. (l) Clubs referred to in regulation 28 shall prescribe
minimum training requirements for remote piloted aircraft system
operation under the club.

(2) Training requirements refered to in paragraph (l) above shall
be documented and submitted to the Authority for acceptance.

PART V-PRIVATE OPERATION OF REMOTE PILOTED
AIRCRAFT SYSTEM

30. A person shall not operate remote piloted aircraft system for
private purposes except with prior authorization issued by the
Authority and subject to the conditions contained therein.

31. A remote piloted aircraft system pilot for private operation
shall be trained in accordance with training requirements set out in the
First Schedule to these Regulations.

PART VI-COMMERCIAL OPERATION OF RPAS

32. (l) An operator shall not engage in commercial remote
piloted aircraft system operations unless that operator holds a valid
Remote Piloted Aircraft Operator's Certificate (ROC) issued by the
Authority.

(2) The Remote Piloted Aircraft Operator's Certificate (ROC)
referred to in paragraph (l) above shall authorize the operator to
conduct remote piloted aircraft system operations in accordance with
the conditions and limitations detailed in the operations specifications
attach.ed to that certificate.

(3) The issuance of the Remote Piloted Aircraft Operator's
Certificate (ROC) by the Authority shall be dependent upon the remote
piloted aircraft system operator demonstrating an adequate

organization, method of control and supervision of flight operations,
training programme as well as ground handling and maintenance
arrangements consistent with the nature and extent of the operations
specifiecl and commensurate with the size, structure and complexity o1'

the organization.

(4) A commcrcial rcmote piloted aircraft systent operator shall
cstablish and implcr.nent a Salety Matragcmcrtt System (SMS) in
accorclirncc rv'ith tlteir operational rccluirernents cstablishccl unclcl thc
Act ol'any othcr Regulations maclc thcrcunder.
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33. (l) An operator applying to the Authority for a Remote
Piloted Aircraft Operator's Certificate (ROC) shall submit an
application in a form and manner prescribed by the Authority and
containing any other information the Authority may require.

(2) An applicant shall make the application for an initial issue or
re-issue of an ROC at least sixty days before the date of the intended
operation.

34. (l) The Authority may issue a Remote Piloted Aircraft
Operator's Certificate (ROC) to an applicant if that applicant-

(a) meets the requirements of ownership stipulated under
regulation -5;

(b) meets the applicable regulations and standards for the
holder of a Remote Piloted Aircraft Operator's Certificate
(ROC);

(c) is properly qualified and adequately staffed and equipped to
conduct safe operations in commercial operations of the
remote piloted aircraft system; and

(d) has an approved aircraft operator security programme in
accordance with the Civil Aviation (Security) Regulations,
and meets any other requirements as specified by the
Authority.

35. (1) A Remote Piloted Aircraft Operator's Certificate (ROC)
issued by the Authority shall be valid for 12 months from the date of
issue or renewal urrless-

(a) a shorter period is specified by the Authority;
(b) the Authority amends, suspends, revokes or otherwise

terminates the certificate;

(c) the holder surrenders it to the Authority; or
(d) the holder notifies the Authority of the suspension of

operations.

(2) A Remote Piloted Aircraft Operator's Certificate (ROC)
which is suspended or revoked shall be returned to the Authority.

(3) An applicant for a Remote Piloted Aircraft Operator's
Certificate (ROC) which has expired shall make an initial
application.

36. (l) The Authority may amend a Remore Piloted Aircraft
Operator's Certificate (ROC) if-

(a) the Authority determines that the amendment is necessary
for the safety of commercial remote piloted aircraft system
operations;

(b) the Rcmote Piloted Aircraft Operator's Certificate holder
applies fbr an amendment and the authority determines that
the amendnrcnt is necessary: or

Application for
Remote Piloted
Aircrati
Operator's
Certificate
(ROC).

Issuance of
ROC.

Validity and
renewal
of a Remote
Piloted Aircraft
Operator's
Certificatc
(Roc).

Amendrncnts of
ROC.



Kenya Subsidiary Legislation, 201 7 2277

(c) the amendment is in the interest of national security.

(2) The Remote Piloted Aircraft Operator Certificate holder shall
operate in accordance with the amendment unless it is subsequently
withdrawn.

37. The Authority shall conduct surveillance, inspections and
tests on the Remote Piloted Aircraft Operator Certificate holder to
ensure continued eligibility to hold that certificate and associated
approvals.

38. (1) Remote piloted aircraft system operator shall have an
accountable manager acceptable to the Authority, with corporate
authority for ensuring that all necessary resources are available to
support Piloted Aircraft Operator Certificate holder operations.

(2) The accountable manager shall have sufficient qualified and
competent personnel for the planned tasks and activities to be
performed in accordance with the applicable requirements.

(3) A remote piloted aircraft system operator shall establish
initial and recurrent training to ensure continuing competence of its
personnel.

39. A remote piloted aircraft system operator shall develop and
submit to the Authority for approval an operation manual as set out in
the Third Schedule to these Regulations.

40. (l) A Remote Piloted Aircraft Operator Certificate holder
shall not undertake commercial operations of remote piloted aircraft
system except with authorization issued by the Authority.

(2) Authorization refered to in paragraph (l) above shall be
specific to particular operations.

4l . ( I ) A person shall not operate a remote piloted aircraft system
for commercial or private purposes without a valid Remote Piloted
Aircraft System pilot certificate issued by the Authority in accordance
with these Regulations.

(2) An applicant for Remote Piloted Aircraft System pilots
certificate referred in paragraph (l) above shall-

(a) be at least l8 years old;

(b) hold a curent Class 2 medical certificate;

(c) demonstrate English proficiency;

(d) hold a radio telephony licence ;

(e) have completcd a course ol'training approvecl by the
Authority;

(f) havc passccl a knoivlcclge ancl sl<ill tcst;

Conducting
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required fbr
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(g) have prove of identity; and

(h) have police clearance certificate.

(3) Where applicable, a remote piloted aircraft system pilot or
instructor shall hold an appropriate rating for the type of operations
they shall perform including-

(a) type rating;

(b) instrument rating;

(c) night rating; and

(d) instructor rating.

42. (l) A person shall not act as a remote piloted aircraft system
pilot unless that person holds-

(a) a remote pilot certificate;

(b) a rating for the specific remote piloted aircraft system type
or is operating under the supervision of a rated remote pilot
for the purpose of qualifying for the rating;

(c) the required knowledge for the type of remote piloted
aircraft system; and

(d) a current Class 2 medical certificate.

(2) A person undergoing training to qualify for a remote pilot
certificate or rating shall not-

(a) act as solo remote pilot of a remote piloted aircraft system-

(i) unless under the supervision of, or with the authority of,
an authorized remote piloted aircraft system instructor;
or

(ii) on an international remote piloted aircraft flight;
(b) form part of the crew of a commercial remote piloted aircraft

system flight.

43. The remote piloted aircraft system pilot certificate shall be
valid subject to validity of the holder's medical certificate.

44. No remote piloted aircraft system pilot or observer shall-

(a) consume alcohol less than 8 hours prior to reporting for
duty;

(b) commence a duty period while the concentration of alcohol
in any specimen of blood taken from any part of his or her
body is more than 0.04 grams per 100 millilitresl

(c) consume alcohol or any psychoactive substance during the
duty period or whilst on standby for duty; or

(d) commence duty period while under the influence of alcohol
or any psychoactive substance having a narcotic effect.

Eligibility
requircments lbr
remote piloted
aircraft system
pilot.

Validity of
remote piloted
aircraft system
pilots
certificate.
Consumption of
alcohol and drugs.

I
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45. A remote piloted aircraft system pilot for commercial
operations shall be trained in accordance with training requirements set
out in the First Schedule to these Regulations.

46. The Authority shall prescribe instrument requirement for
remote piloted aircraft system operators for specific operations
depending on-

(a) the Class and Category of the remote piloted aircraft system;

(b) type ofoperations; or

(c) special authorization sought.

PART VII_ SECURITY REQUIREMENTS FOR REMOTE
PILOTED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM OPERATIONS

47. (l) A person or a club shall not operate a remote piloted
aircraft system without operator security procedures developed in
accordance with the provisions of the Civil Aviation (Security)
Regulations and accepted by the Authority.

(2) A remote piloted aircraft system operator shall -

Training
requirements for
commercial
remote piloted
aircraft system
operations.
Instrument and
equipment
requirements.

Security
programme
requirements.

to be
from

(b) carry out and maintain security measures including
identification and resolution of suspicious activity that may
pose a threat to civil aviation-
(i) at a remote pilot station;

(ii) on a remote piloted aircraft system; and

(iii) any facility under the control of the remote piloted
aircraft system operations.

(3) A remote piloted aircraft system shall be subject to security
inspection at any time during its operations without prior notification to
the operator.

(4) The specific security measures referred to in paragraph (2)(a)
shall provide-

(a) that the premises used for preparing, storing, parking
including remote piloted aircraft system ground station shall
be secured at all times against unauthorized access;

(b) fbr protection of critical inforrnation technology and
communication systelns used for operations purposcs from
interference that may jeopardizc the security of civil
aviation;

(c) for protection of flight documents;

(cl) that conrmercial opcl'ak)rs requesting to oporate rvith a

calnera shall bc rcquircd kr include details of the canrera
rusagc in the application lirr sccrriity review anrl approval ;

(a) specify the security measures, procedures and
followed by the operator to protect pilots and
acts of unlawful interference;

practices
facilities
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(e) requirements for checks and searches of specific areas and
accessible compartments of the interior and exterior of
remote piloted aircraft system; and

(0 that persons engaged in remote piloted aircraft system
operations are subject to recurrent background checks and
selection procedures and are adequately trained.

48. An operator of remote piloted aircraft system shall -

(a) be responsible for the security of such system operations
including associated facilities, personnel and equipment;

(b) ensure that the Remote Piloted Aircraft (RPA) or any
component thereof that is no longer in use is completely
disabled or destroyed to prevent unauthorized use; and

(c) comply with any security directives or circulars issued by the
Authority.

49. An operator or owner of remote piloted aircraft system
shal I -

(a) have response procedures for operations personnel for
threats and incidents involving remote piloted aircraft system
operations; and

(b) ensure that reports on acts of unlawful interference are
promptly submitted to the Authority in accordance with the
Civil Aviation (Security) Regulations.

PART VIII _ GENERAL PROVISIONS

50. (l) A remote piloted aircraft system operator shall establish a
system of record-keeping that allows adequate storage and reliable
traceability of all activities developed, covering at a minimum-

(a) operator's organization;

(b) safety management systems;

(c) personnel training and competence verification;

(d) documentation of all management system key processes;

(e) maintenance records;

(0 security management records.

(2) Records shall be stored in a manner that ensures protection
from damage, alteration and theft.

(3) Records identified in this regulation shall be cument and in
sufficient detail to determine whether the experience and qualification
rcquirements are met for the purpose of commercial operations.

Security
obligations for
remote piloted
aircraft system
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Acts of unlawful
interference
against civil
aviation.

Record- keeping.
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51. (1) A person shall not operate, or cause to be operated or
commit any other person to operate remote piloted aircraft system
unless there is in force a minimum insurance policy in respect of third
party risks.

(2) The minimum sum of insurance in respect of any remote
piloted aircraft system insured in accordance with paragraph (l) above
shall be notified by the Authority.

(3) An operator of remote piloted aircraft system shall make
available third party liability insurance certificate(s), in the authentic
form, at the location of the remote piloted aircraft system operator's
operational management or other location specified by the Authority.

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (I) above, the
Authority may dispense with requirement depending on the class and
category of the Remote Piloted Aircraft.

52. (l) There is established a standing committee to be known as
the Remote Piloted Aircraft System Regulations Multi-Agency
Committee (hereinafter referred to as the "Committee") appointed by
the Cabinet Secretary responsible for matters relating to civil aviation
in consultation with the relevant security Ministries, Departments and
Agencies (MDAs) on remote piloted aircraft systems regulation.

(2) The Committee shall consist of nine members and shall
review remote piloted aircraft system policy, regulations and
procedures on a regular basis as and when need arises.

(3) There shall be a secretariat established under the Committee
which shall be responsible for coordinating the day to day
administrative requirements for the regulation of remote piloted aircraft
system regulations operations with the Authority.

53. (1) Any person conducting operations using remote piloted
aircraft system fitted with cameras shall operate them in a responsible
way to respect the privacy ofother persons and their property.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of paragraph ( 1) above, no
person shall use a remote piloted aircraft system to do any of the
following-

(a) conduct surveillance of-
(i) a person without the person's consent;

(ii) private reaI property without the consent of the owner;

(b) photograph or fihn an individual, without rhe individual,s
consent, for the purpose of publishing or otherrvise publicly
disseminating the photograph or film:

Providecl that this rcquirement shall not apply to news gathcring,
or cvents or places to rvhich the gencral public is invitcd.

(3) Infrarecl or orher sintilar thcrnral inraging technology
cc;uiprnent littecl on rcnlote piloted aircral't slrall only bc firr thc srilc
Irurpose of-

lnsurancc.

Establishment of
Multi-Agency
Committee.

Privacy of
persons and
property.
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(a) scientific investigation;

(b) scientific research;

(c) mapping and evaluating the earth's surface, including terrain
and surface water bodies and other features;

(d) investigation or evaluation of crops, livestock, or farming
operations;

(e) investigation of forests and forest management; and

(0 other similar investigations of vegetation or wildlife.

54. A person shall not cause a thing to be dropped or discharged
from a remote piloted aircraft in a way that creates ahazard to another
aircraft, a person, or property.

55. (l) Any person who knows of a violation under these

regulations, shall report it to the Authority.

(2) The Authority shall determine the nature and type of any
additional investigation or enforcement action that requires to be taken.

PART IX-OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

56. Any person who unlawfully interferes with duly authorized
operation of remote piloted aircraft system commits an offence and

shall be liable upon conviction to a fine not exceeding five million
shillings or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months, or to
both.

51 . ( I ) Any remote piloted aircraft system operator who
contravenes the provisions of these Regulations and whose penalty has

not been specified in these Regulations commits an offence and shall
be liable upon conviction, to a fine not exceeding one million shillings
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months, or to both.

(2) Any person who fails to comply with any direction given
pursuant to these Regulations by the Authority or by any authorized
person under any provision of these Regulations commits an offence
and shall be liable upon conviction, to a fine not exceeding one million
shillings or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months, or to
both.

(3) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, the Authority
may-

(a) revoke, cancel, and suspend, any license, certificate,
approval, authorization and or exemptions issued under these

Regulatiotts of any person who contravenes any provisions
of these Regulations; or

(b) confiscate any remote piloted aircrati system or a component

thereof belonging to a person who colltravenes the

provisions of these Regulations.

PART X-SAVING AND TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

58. An owner of remote piloted aircraft system already imported
into Kenya at commencement of these Regulations shall apply to
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the Authority for registration within six months upon commcncetreltt
date of these Regulations.

FIRST SCHEDULE

(rr. 18,31 and 4-5)

CERTIFICATION OF RPAS PILOT

This Schedule sets forth the eligibility and training requirements tbr the
certification of RPAS pilots.

Required Certificate, Ratings and Qualifications for Remote Pilot
Certificate

L Knowledge and skill requirements.

An applicant for a remote pilot certificate shall have demonstrated a
t^.,e1 of knorvledge appropriate to the privileges granted to the holder

the certificate, in the following subjects-
(a) air larv;

(b) RPAS general knowledge;

(c) flight performance, planning and loading;

(d) human performance:

(e) emeteorology;

(0 navigation;

(g) operational procedures;

(h) principles of llight related to RPAS; and

(i) radiotelephony

An applicant fbr a rernote pilot certificate shall pass a skill test to
demonstrate the ability to perfbrrn, as renlote PIC of the appropriate
RPA category and associated RPS, the relevant pr'<lcedures ancl

nlanoeuvres with the competency appropriatc to the privileges granted.

2. Credit.

A holder of a licence issuecl by the Autholity may be creclited
.ards the requirernents fbr theoretical knowledge instruction and

examination requirer"nents for the l€mote pilot certificate.

3. Passing gracle.

The Authority shall presclibe the nrinimum passing graclc.

4. Retesting aftcr failure.

An applicant filr a knorvletlgc ol l)ractical test wlto l'ails that tcst, may
retcst aftel thc applicant has received thc rrccessary tlaining tronr an
authorized instructor rvlto has determinccl that thc applicant is
pruficiert( to pass thc tcst.

5. Special conclitiorrs.

(rr1 irt tlrc casc <ll'irrtnrtluction ol'rrcrv lll)r\ or RI)S irr an ()pcrator''s
l'lect, rvlrcrr conrltliurrcc rvith tlrc tccltrilclrrcrrts cstirblishctl lty thc
r\Lrtltoritl is not 1;ossiltlc, thc Autholitl rrlrl,corrsirlcr.issuirrg lr

s1;ce ilic irrrtll()ririrti()lr givrrrg. lrr ivilcqcs lirr' [tP.\S irrstt.ucliorr.
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Such an authorization should be limited to the instruction
flights necessary fbr the introduction of the new type of RpA or
RPS;

(b) the validity period for this aurhorization shall be fbr the
instruction sought only.

SECOND SCHEDULF,

(r.28)
Operational Guiclelines tbr Remote Piloted Aircraft System (RPAS)
clubs.

The fbllowing requirements shall apply to RPAS clubs intending to
operate for sport and recreation as required in Part V of these
Regulations.

General Provisions

l. A Remote Piloted Aircraft System club shall be registered in
accordance with the provisions pertaining to the registration of clubs in
Kenya for it to be recognized and approved by the Authority.
2. No RPAS club shall operate without the approval by the Authority.

3. The club is required to develop an operational manual that provides
fbr:

(a) membership requirements:

(b) administration of members;

(c) training requirements for its members;

(d) procedures and guidelines of operations;

(e) types of operation;

(0 class of equipment operated;

(g) security arrangement for operations; and

(h) reporting mechanisms of incidents and accidents of the RPAS
operations.

Administration of the club

4. The club management shall ensure that members:

(a) have adequate training to facilitate operations;

(b) are infbrmed on current regulations, policies and proceduresl

(c) adhere to safe business practices in their activities;
(d) are knowledgeable of airspace restrictions that apply in

the area of operation as approved; and

(e) are conversant with and meet the training requirements of the
club.

Responsibitity of the club management

5. The administrator of the club shall:

(a) obtain consent of the property owner or person in charge of
the area of <-rperation;

(b) ensure that the club's recognition status is current with the
Authority;
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(c) develop andoperationalizea training programme and plan

for their membershiP;

(d) have a current list of members and particulars of their RPAS;

(e) maintain a record or database of all accidents and incidents

that occur within their area of jurisdiction;

(0 ensure that it has adequate personnel who are properly

qualified and competent to perform their allocated tasks and

responsibilit ies;

(g) have procedures for responding to an incident'

accident, medical emergency, or if any RPAS becomes

uncontrollable;

(h) immediately stop all operations if' unable to meet the

exemption requirements or if the safety of a person' property

or other aircraft is at risk;

(i) ensure that club activities does not interfere with civit

aviation;

0) adhere to laws from all levels of government; and

(k) inspect their RPAS on site before conduct of any flight to

ensure that theY are safe.

THIRD SCHEDULE

(r. 39)

Remote Piloted Aircraft System (RPAS) Operations Manual

An operations manual shall include each itern set forth below which is

afpliiable to the specific operation, unless otherwise approved by the

Authority.

Part A - General

I.O INTRODUCTION

I .l Purpose and scoPe of manuals

l'2AstatementthatthemanualcomplieswithallapplicableAutlrority
Regulations, requirements and with the terms and conditions of the

applicable RPAS operator certificate.

I .3 A statement that the manual contains operational instructions that

are to be complied with by the relevant personnel in the performance of

their duties.

I .4 List of manuals comprising operations tnattual'

1.5 A list ancl brief clescription of thc various opcrations manual parts.

their contcnts, applicability and trse.

I .6 Rcsponsibility for ttrattttal contcnt.

I .7 Resprrrsibility lor tttanttal atltctttltttctlt
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1.8 l.ist ol'cff'cctivc pages.

I .9 Distr.ibutiorr ol'nranuals ancl arnenclnrents

2.0 SATJETY MANAGEMENT SYSI-EM

2.1 Salery Policy.

2.2 l)cscriptiotr o1' saf'cty managelnent systellt.

2.3 Accidcnt anrl Investigation policics.

3.0 QUAr_rTY SYSTEM

I)escription of quality systeltl adoptecl.

4.0 MANAGEMENT ORGANISATION

4'l A descri,tio. of thc organizationar structur-c incruding the generarcornpa,y o.ganization 
^nd 

operatiorrs departrnent organizatioir. tt"rclationshi, betwccn the operations crc,artment and the otherdepartr,ents ol' the company. In particular., the sub.rdination and
'eporting 

rines of ail divisions, departments etc., which pertain to thesatety o1 the RpAS operations, strail be shorvn.

4.2 Accountable Manager -duties and responsibilities.

4'3 Norninated personnel - functions duties and resp.nsibirities.
4.4 I{PAS Pilot- duties ancl rcsponsibilities.

4.5 Support pe.sonner in the operation of RpAS- duties andrcsponsibilities.

4'6 A description of the objectivcs, pr.cedures and respo,sibirities
necessary to cxercise operationar contror with rcspect to 1'right safety.
.5.0 DOCUMENTATION

.5.1 Documents recluirecl in RpAS operations.

5.2 Docurnent storage ancl retention pcriocl.

parr B _ RpAS Opcraring Infbutration.

I.O CREW INT;ORMATION

I .l Flight team/crerv contposition.

L2 Qualification rccluircments of RpAS pilot and support crew.
I .3 Mcdical corrrpcterrcies.

L4 Opcrations of clitfbrent types of RPAS.

2.0 OPERATIONS OF RPAS

2.I Operating Lirnitations ancl conclitions.

2.2 Conrrnunications.

2.3 Wcather.

2.4 On site proccdLrrcs.
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3.0 RPAS FLIGHT MANAGEMENT

3.1 Assembly and functional checks.

3.2Pre -flight checks.

3.3 Normal flight procedures associated with relevant systems'

3.4 Inflight checks associated with relevant systems'

3.5 Abnormal procedures associated with relevant systems'

3.6 Emergency procedures associated with relevant systems'

4.0 RPAS USER MANUAL

Part C - Areas Routes and Aerodromes

I .0 Areas of oPerations.

2.0 Operating site planning and assessment'

3.0 Authorizations including site permissions'

Part D - Training

1.0 Training syllabi and checking programs for RPAS crew'

2.0 Training syllabi and checking programs for RPAS support crew'

3.0 Training syllabi and programs for personnel other than crew'

4.0 Recurrent training Programs.

5.0 Additional training requirements that individual clients specify for

the proposed oPerations.

Dated the I lth SePtembet,2lll - 
i

JAMES MACHARIA'
Cabinet SecretarY for TransPort,

I nfr as t u c t u r e, H o u's in g and U r b an D ev e lo p nt e n t'
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